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STATE FORESTER’S
MESSAGE

by C.W. MOODY

The Landowner Conference was great! It looks like most
landowners want to go back to a field day. The planning
committee will certainly consider this carefully.

For many landowners in Alabama, the Conference was a
chance to gain valuable information. Too many times, though,
decisions are made without the proper guidance. For instance,
this is a typical situation. A timber buyer will drop by and say,
“You’ve got some timber, and I will give you ____ dollars.” The
landowner is surprised that it is worth that much and sells. The
buyer cuts all desirable trees and leaves the junk. The next time
the landowner thinks about his forest is when the next timber
buyer stops by. The junk has slowly grown and is worth
something, but it has certainly not grown as it could have with
desirable stocking.

-——This practice has been going on for many years-in-our forests:— -
As aresult, our forests are not nearly as productive as they could
be for landowners or industry.

We especially need improved action regarding our hardwoods.
It is very costly to site prepare and plant hardwoods, but with a
little vision and technical advice before and during the harvesting
operations, we can ensure that desirable trees have the advantage.

Those of you reading this have given attention as necessary to
replenish the forest because you are TREASURE Forest owners.
If by some fluke you haver’t and are considering harvesting
timber—pine or hardwood—please get technical help as
necessary. This will not only help ensure the best price for what
you sell but will help prepare the site. Your forest will be as
productive following the cut as possible, and will be consistent
with your financial means and desires for the land.

Sincerely,

C.W. Moody
State Forester
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‘“It's a Different World”’

by KIM GILLILAND, Editor

In 1949, John and Dene Mathews
were a young couple building a fu-
ture for themselves. In the fall of that
year they set out 20 acres of loblolly
pine seedlings. At the time, Dene’s
father told the couple, “Some day those
trees will be worth a dollar apiece.”
Today those 40-year-old trees reach
high in the sky and are worth much
more, but the Mathews like to joke
about their $1 trees!

The Mathews bought the 80 acres of
land adjoining Dene’s father’s property
in Cherokee County, and since then
have bought surrounding property from
heirs and others to complete their 900-
acre TREASURE Forest, known to
them as Cherokee Pines. Most recently
the Mathews acquired a piece of
property where Dene’s aunt still lives
in a house which was built in the
1860s.

The Mathews live in Decatur, but
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they make the 100-mile trip out to “the
farm,” as they call it, quite often.

Making Stride in Spite of Setbacks

In 1982 the Alabama Forestry Com-
mission and the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice wrote the first management plan
for the Mathews, and they have found-it
to be a useful guideline. “They made us
a master plan and we’ve followed it al-
most to the letter,” John said.

One of the first things they did was
to clear out roads and build firelanes.
Because some of the land has very
steep hills, water bars were an essential
part of the plan when roads were con-
structed. They were placed at intervals
to divert water instead of allowing it to
drain down the hills. The heavy rains
this past summer certainly put those
water bars to a test. Although some
holes were washed out, they definitely

prevented some roads being completely
washed away.

Because of southern pine beetle in-
festation on 20 acres, the area had to be
clearcut. Last March, VELPAR was ap-
plied to that 20 acres. During the next
planting season, the Mathews will plant
containerized seedlings on this land.
They’ve never planted containerized
seedlings, but want to experiment with
this regeneration method to help meet
their primary objective of timber
production.

John says that they have experienced
some setbacks because of the weather,
but they take it all in stride. “We’ve had
two years of bad weather.” In 1983, a
hard freeze that lasted over 10 days
killed 70,000 seedlings that were to be
put out over 110 acres. Then in 1985, a
severe drought caused 80 acres to need
replanting. “So we’ve experienced
replanting right at 200 acres due to



A good road system provides access to planted pines.

freezing one year and drought another
year,” he said.

Future Plans

John says there are areas that need
thinning and that will be a big part of
future plans for their TREASURE
Forest.

A power company right-of-way runs
through the property, and the Mathews
say they may use it for a wildflower
meadow or a food plot for wildlife.
Neighbors are allowed hunting
privileges. “I’ve got a good population
of turkey, and I’ve got a tremendous
population of quail,” John said. Dene
believes that their land not only has
potential for hunting, but for things
such as bird watching and nature trails
as well. “I think we’ve got a lot of
potential for recreational activities in
the woodlands,” she said.

Ten years ago they clearcut about
100 acres of mixed hardwood and pine
and replanted in pine. On other
hardwood areas they have practiced
pine release, and then other hardwood
areas have been left for wildlife pur-
poses. Sixty acres of bottomland
hardwoods have been set aside for aes-
thetic purposes. The area is conducive
to growing wildflowers, something
very close to Dene’s heart. Planting,
identifying and enjoying the beauty of
wildflowers is a favorite pastime of
hers. She has transplanted flowers from
the farm to their home in Decatur, so
she can enjoy that part of her

TREASURE Forest without travelling
to Cherokee County. She has identified
over 200 different species growing on
the farm at different times throughout
the year. She also enjoys photographing
wildflowers (An example of her work
is on the opposite page).

Being absentee landowners is dif-
ficult sometimes, the Mathews say. Not
being there can make it hard to keep
night hunters and trespassers off the
property. Being so far away and keep-
ing up their TREASURE Forest is a lot
of work, something that goes without
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anywhere.

With basket arrangements, like this one made by Dene Mathews, wildflowers can be enjoyed
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This bottomiand hardwood area has been
set aside for aesthetic purposes.

saying. But it’s also something that
John and Dene both delight in doing.
Knowing it will always be the same
when they go there, yet being able to
enjoy the changes that they made hap-
pen, are part of the reason they return
so often. Right now, just the oppor-
tunity for relaxation is often what
brings them to Cherokee County. “We
come down here and there’re no
telephones or problems. “It’s a dif-
ferent world,” John said, and Dene
agrees with him. “It gives you some-
thing to look forward to.” &
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EDITOR’S

UNDERSTORY

by KIM GILLILAND, Editor

John and Dene Mathews both grew
up in the country, he in Clay County
and she in Cherokee County. In fact,
some of the land now comprising their
TREASURE Forest has been in her
family for five generations.

After high school, John immediately
joined the navy. He spent two years in
the service and although he did not see
active combat during World War 11, he
was stationed on a mine sweeper near

e

John and Dene Mathews stand beside a $1 tree.
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Japan after the war. After serving his
country, he met his future wife at Jack-
sonville State University. Dene
graduated from there with a degree in
math and science. They married in
1947, after which John transferred to
Auburn. He graduated in 1949 and
taught vo-ag for four years. Dene also
became a teacher; she is now retired
after a 30-year career.

John has been employed by the

Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Inc. for
the past 31 years. He serves as general
manager at the headquarters operation
in Decatur, a job that keeps him stead-
fastly busy.

They have raised three children, two
boys and a girl, and now have five
granddaughters.

The Mathews first heard about the
TREASURE Forest program from
Stanley Anderson, who was then
Alabama Forestry Commission County
Supervisor in Cherokee County. Stan-
ley has since moved on to become Dis-
trict Forester in Bay Minette, but Dene
remembers how he would always iden-
tify different species growing on their
land and sparked her interest in learn-
ing more. In fact, a bottomland
hardwood area they now call the
“Anderson Preserve,” because Stanley
recommended this area to be set aside
for aesthetics. They have maintained
good relations with the AFC through
Kevin Taylor, who is now county
SUPETVisOr.

Dene, a petite, vivacious woman,
just bubbles over when she talks about
her wildflowers. She is a member of
the Huntsville Wildflower Society and
the Huntsville Botanical Gardens. She
has had an interest in wildflowers all
her life. Her mother loved flowers and
since they lived in the woods, “she was
always telling me the names of them.”
In college she took botany classes, and
has acquired about 15 books which
help her identify different varieties of
wildflowers.

In 1982, the Mathews were honored
by winning the Helene Mosley
Memorial TREASURE Forest Award
for District 1. John now serves on the
TREASURE Forest Advisory Commit-
tee. He, along with other landowners
appointed by State Forester Bill
Moody, meet and discuss the
TREASURE Forest program and then
make recommendations.

John and Dene Mathews feel they
are lucky to have a place like Cherokee
Pines to visit and get away from it all.
Keeping the 900 acres in good condi-
tion is hard work, but it’s also a great
deal of pleasure. “Some of it’s to
enjoy,” Dene said. And enjoy it they
do. The Mathews look forward to the
time when John retires and they can
spend even more time in Cherokee
County. But in the meantime, they will
continue to enjoy watching their tim-
ber—and their wildflowers—grow. #



A View on TREASURE Forest

by FREDERICK A. BUSCH, TREASURE Forest Coordinator/Wildlife Specialist

s a relative newcomer to the

TREASURE Forest Program and
the State of Alabama, my observations
and comments may seem rather
simplistic to those of you who are
veteran participants. But with appren-
ticeship comes the ability to be objec-
tive when evaluating a project and per-
haps my thoughts will shed a different
light on TREASURE.

Through my past experiences in
forestry and wildlife management, I am
familiar with the concept and practice
of multiple-use forest management.
The benefits of considering all forest
resources as an integrated package ac-
crue to the landowner, the land, and
society in general. These benefits in-
clude, but are certainly not limited to,
the following:

+ optimal timber production

» improvement in wildlife habitat

« diversification of forest products
available for sale

- more uniform annual incomes

+ maximization of recreational op-
portunities

« improvements in water, air and
environmental quality

When I first came to Alabama to be-
come a part of the TREASURE Forest
team, I assumed that the program was
simply a multiple-use educational pro-
gram featuring integrated forest and
wildlife management. I discovered that
[ was partly right, but that TREASURE
is really much more than that.

I found, to the gratitude of my con-
servationist ethic, that TREASURE
recognizes and emphasizes land
management considerations for
wildlife, recreation, aesthetics and a
clean environment as well as timber
production. Agents of the groups com-
prising the Alabama Forestry Planning
Committee encourage an integrated ap-
proach to land management through
their respective technical assistance
programs. Agency foresters, wildlife
biologists, soil and water conser-
vationists, agriculturalists and others
stimulate landowners to manage their
forests to provide a maximum contribu-
tion to Alabama specifically and
America in general.

A prospective TREASURE Forest

landowner makes known his land
management objectives to the natural
resource professional. To qualify for
TREASURE Forest certification, a
landowner must declare one primary
and at least one secondary objective.
With the landowner’s objectives in
mind, his progress is evaluated in ac-
cordance with the program minimum
standards and basic guidelines. Though
a landowner may do much more, he
must show a specified minimum level
of accomplishment toward his objec-
tives. In addition, a special category,
called ““non-objective accomplish-
ments,” has been created containing
criteria that all TREASURE Forest
landowners must meet regardless of
objectives.

In effect, participating landowners
are truly practicing multiple-use forest
management and TREASURE
provides acknowledgement of that fact.
By giving public recognition to those
landowners who have chosen such a
management regime, others are in-
spired to follow suite.

Our forests are America’s greatest
natural resource and can give us
needed products forever if they are
cared for properly. Since 75 percent of
our southern forests occur on private,
nonindustrial lands, good stewards like
TREASURE Forest landowners are vi-
tally important to our way of life.
Some may remember what happened
to our forests when little thought was
given to good land stewardship. The
lumbering boom of the early 1900s to-
tally exploited the original forests. As
the forest disappeared, so did much of
our wildlife. Soils that had been
protected by the forest for so long were
seriously depleted through erosion;
waterways became silted and wildfires
completed the devastation.

But through the next few decades,
cooperative ventures by federal and
state agencies and private landowners
restored our forests to the southern
region’s largest single land use. Condi-
tions were created that were and are
conducive to fertile soil, clean water
and abundant wildlife. It is my opinion
that this restorative effort lives on in
the management activities of our
TREASURE Forest landowners.

Aldo Leopold once wrote an essay

entitled The Land Ethic, in which he
said: ““the individual is a member of a
community of interdependent parts.
His instincts prompt him to compete
for his place in the community, but his
ethics prompt him also to cooperate
(perhaps in order that there may be a
place to compete for).

*“The land ethic simply enlarges the
boundaries of the community to in-
clude soils, water, plants and animals,
or collectively: the land. This land ethic
changes the role of humans from con-
querers of the land—community to
plain member and citizen of it. It im-
plies respect for his fellow members,
and also respect for the community as
such.”

The degree of stewardship displayed
by our TREASURE Forest landowners
is high indeed. Perhaps even more sig-
nificant, however, is the respect that is
time and again shown for the com-
munity of the land. #

Animal Inns

D uring a TREASURE Forest in-
spection, one characteristic of
the forest evaluated by the wildlife
biologist is the number of den and
snag trees existent on the property.
It is well recognized that dead trees
serve a useful purpose for wildlife
when left in the forest.

In order to increase public aware-
ness about the importance of dead
trees and even downed logs, the
U.S. Forest Service has launched a
publicity campaign entitled Animal
Inns. The message behind the
Animal Inns Program is not aimed
at stopping the cutting and removal
of dead trees, but rather at recogniz-
ing and saving those trees that have
particular wildlife values. Initiated
in 1986 on the Deschutes National
Forest in central Oregon, plans are
to launch a national venture in 1989.
State and federal resource manage-
ment agencies as well_y I\
as conservation
groups and com-
mercial organiza-
tions are expected
to participate.
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Columbine

WILDFLOWER TREASURES

by DR. DOUGLAS T. MCGINTY, Huntingdon College, Montgomery, Alabama

f you are struggling to make things

grow in your garden, maybe nature
is trying to tell you something. Plants
should not be difficult. Just look
around—our world is covered with
them.

Of course not every kind of plant
grows in every place. Each habitat is
characterized by the presence of certain
species. There are species ideally
suited for your place too, that are easy
to grow and beautiful to see. And they
are probably natives.

Growing wildflowers will not
eliminate all of your gardening
problems—despite the claims in some
seed catalogs. Succession always oc-
curs, seasons change and shade in-
creases. But natives, in their proper
habitat, reduce the amount of spraying,
weeding, watering, fertilizing and
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mowing required. This benefits the en-
vironment even more than it helps your
back!

We Alabamians live in one of the
richest and most favorable regions of
the world for growing plants. About
3,500 species occur naturally here.
These are perfectly suited to our soils,
seasons and climates. Yet most growers
surround themselves with exotics from
the farthest places on earth.

Too much time and money are spent
trying to grow plants that nature in-
tended to thrive in China or Brazil. We
exhaust ourselves trying to turn the per-
fectly good Alabama environment into
the environment of some other places.
Then we struggle to protect the poorly
adapted plants from local conditions or
we struggle to protect ourselves from
invaders gone wild—like kudzu and

water hyacinth—because no natural
controls exist here.

An ecosystem is a unit, a whole
made of many close-fitting and finely
tuned parts. Our ecosystem is designed
for Alabama parts. Trying to fix it with
exotic parts makes as much sense as
trying to fix your old Chevy with Mer-
cedes parts. They might look great, but
they just don’t fit.

There are no more beautiful plants
anywhere than natives such as butterfly
weed, showy primrose, phlox, blueberry,
swamp azalea or dogwood. Not
every wild plant is a desirable garden
specimen. As in all gardening, we
select the best and weed the rest. The
idea is not simply to let nature take
over, but to distill out the finest nature
has to offer in an ecologically, as well
as aesthetically, meaningful way.




We can sometimes improve upon na-
ture, but only by working with it, not
by trying to beat it into submission.
Growing plants, whether pines for pulp
or wild roses in the dooryard, should
be a renewing, rewarding and en-
lightening experience. Plants are the
foundation of life on this planet. Work-
ing with them can teach us much about
the world in which we live.

So where do we start? Look around.
What was the land like before it was
“developed?” Was it woodland?
Prairie? Bog? Whatever it was, it was
covered with fascinating creatures and
beautiful flowering plants. It provided
food and shelter for birds and other
wildlife. By following nature’s cues
you can restore, and even improve
upon, those days.

The choice of plants will depend
upon your site, soil, sun, shade and
slope. Let nature, not the marketing
division of a nursery, decide. If the
land has been drastically changed or is
now covered with exotic perennials,
restoring it will take some time. Relax.
Nature will do most of the work—with
some guidance from you. But nature is
in no hurry. The quickest way to be-
come discouraged is to try and do too
much too fast.

Begin by adapting a traditional gar-
den. Eliminate a patch of lawn and plant
wildflowers. Introduce a few natives at
the borders. Each year replace an exotic
shrub with a well-chosen native.

Put your mind to work, not your
back. Start creating habitat where na-
tives will thrive again as they did for
eons before man started to “improve”
the land. Learn about our wildflower
heritage, learn to identify native plants
and where they grow. Learn about their
requirements, benefits and shortcom-
ings as landscape specimens.

The discussion above has con-
centrated on growing wildflowers in
special, small spots around the
residence. At least 50 species of native
plants have recently become extinct.
Perhaps one Alabama species in 10 is
in danger. Worldwide, thousands of
species are being lost. Almost all
species could be saved, used and en-
joyed, if people care enough to do a
few simple things.

(1) The best way to “manage”
wildflowers is to conserve the

places where they live. On a global
and national scale this means
preserving millions of square miles
of functional ecosystems—not as un-

touched wilderness, but as places
where nature’s rules are followed.
Every landowner, even a suburban
homeowner, can make important
contributions. Edges, fence rows,
stream banks, wet meadows, rocky
hillsides and many other small, mar-
ginal spaces can provide essential
refuges for both plants and wildlife.
We should make a commitment to
setting aside some places like this,
if for no other reason than to say
“thanks” to the natural system that
supports us. More pragmatically,
these little preserves provide real
economic benefits, are aesthetically
pleasing, and save species which
might prove useful to future
generations.

(2) Be very careful about collecting
plants from the wild. Many
transplant poorly and, in any case,
natural populations have too often
been decimated by thoughtless plant
lovers. Some hardy, common
species can be safely transplanted
and there is the dubious blessing of
“plant digs™ in areas condemned to
development which can provide
specimens. Seed collecting is usual-
ly the best means of starting your
own plants.

(3) Be wary of purchasing native
plants from dealers. Some are excel-
lent, using nursery propagation for
all sale plants and even returning
some to the wild. Other dealers are
responsible for “strip mining” native
plants—often illegally—from mil-
lions of acres of public land. A
dealer who sells large cacti and na-
tive orchids should be examined
very carefully. These plants are al-
most always taken from the wild
and almost never survive after the
sale. Ask dealers where they get
their stock.

(4) You can become an activist on
behalf of native plants. Many or-
ganizations will help and will
benefit from your support. Some ex-
amples are The Rare and En-
dangered Native Plant Exchange,
which needs volunteers to grow rare
plants and save seeds; The Nature
Conservancy, which is dedicated to
the preservation of natural habitat;
and The Alabama Wildflower
Society, promoting wildflower
education and preservation in our
own state. A partial list of organiza-

tions and known reliable wildflower
sources is given below. Persons with
specific questions or who have un-
usual wildflower sites are welcome
to contact me at the Biology Depart-
ment, Huntingdon College,
Montgomery, Alabama 36106. #

Sources of Native
Plants and Seeds

Native Gardens
Route 1, Box 464
Greenback, TN 37742

Sunlight Gardens

Route 1, Box 600-A
Hillvale Road
Andersonville, TN 37705

Natural Gardens
113 Jasper Lane
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

We-Du Nurseries
Route 5, Box 724
Marion, N.C. 28752

Passiflora
Route 1, Box 190-A
Germanton, N.C. 27019

Woodlanders, Inc.
128 Colleton Avenue
Aiken, S. C. 29801

Organizations Concerned
with Native Plant Conservation

Alabama Wildflower Society
¢/o George Wood

Rt. 2, Box 115

Northport, AL 35476

Natural Resources Defense Council
1725 1 Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

The Rare and Endangered Native
Plant Exchange

¢/o New York Botanical Garden

Bronx, New York 10485

North Carolina Botanical Garden
UNC-CH, Totten Center 457-A
Chapel Hill, N. C. 27514

The Nature Conservancy
1800 North Kent Street
Arlington, VA 22209
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Spaceboard is a new fiber-based, molded product.

stress-graded structural lumber and
could have a significant long-term im-
pact on the quality of the wood
resource. Given a more favorable hous-
ing start in the future, structural lumber
could be a profitabie market for yellow-
poplar.

Hardwood Remanufacturing

Another forest product development
opportunity involves hardwood
remanufacturing. The demand for high-
grade hardwood timber is great, par-
ticularly for export, paneling,
cabinetry, and furniture. Southeastern
forest industries, including those in
Alabama, are hampered in their ability
1o penetrate global markets due to
various barriers. These include relative
small firm size, financial capability or
expertise to rework hardwood timber
into the grades, quality or quantities re-
quired by users in European and
Pacific Rim markets. An opportunity
exists for small and medium-sized saw-
mills to sell their lumber to a
remanufacturing facility which could
subsequently reprocess, kiln dry and
package the lumber for expott.
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Ready-to-Assemble Furniture

Another product development con-
cept is the Ready-to-Assemble (RTA)
furniture market. RTA sales have risen
dramatically in recent years and the
product is gaining broader consumer
acceptance. RTA technology is not a
new concept and can be readily intro-
duced in Alabama. The dominance of
RTA in international markets points out
the potential for growth in the U.S., as
this country is the world’s largest con-
sumer of furniture products.

Southern Yellow Pine Shakes

The southern yellow pine shake
market (treated) is expected to grow as
homeowners, architects, and builders
who use these shakes give them high
marks for quality, strength, and beauty.
There now exists an inspection code
(TP) for the treated pine shake and the
work is spreading about this unique and
decorative product across the South and
Northeast. Entrepreneurial start-ups of
this manufacturing opportunity is good
for Alabama, particularly for rural areas
of the state where the southern yellow
pine industry is so active.

Spaceboard

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Products Laboratory is develop-
ing a new fiber-based, molded product
called spaceboard. Spaceboard is a
pulp-molded fiber or composite struc-
tural sandwich usually made of two
identical components bonded together
at the neutral axis of the sandwich.
Spaceboard is projected to be a high-
value product which can be used in a
variety of applications, such as the
Spaceboard I version which is intended
to replace corrugated cardboard in
packaging where greater strength is
necessary. A new version, Spaceboard
I1, is a thicker product and has the pos-
sibility of being used in structural
applications.

Borax/Borate Wood Preservatives

TIM-BOR, an EPA registered wood
preservative made by U.S. Borax Co.
of Los Angeles, is a wood preservative
which protects wood from destructive
insects and decaying fungi in recom-
mended uses. It can be applied by pres-
sure treatment, dip-diffusion, and spray
methods. TIM-BOR has been used for



more than 40 years in the preservation
of construction lumber in Australia and
New Zealand. Because of the existence
of less expensive but not necessarily
safer wood-preserving chemicals,
borates have not been used extensively
by the North American lumber in-
dustry. A number of existing chemical
preservatives have been under review
by EPA. This has spurred renewed in-
terest in the search for safer alternative
chemicals, such as TIM-BOR. TIM-
BOR is not suitable for use where
treated wood will be in contact with
the ground or exposed to rain. Under
paint and roofing, the treatment is
permanent.

Summary

Timber and wood-based raw
materials and products play an impor-
tant role in Alabama’s economy. Cost
considerations have forced timber
processors to utilize smaller, cheaper
timber. The forest manager growing
timber for tomorrow’s markets should
consider the changes occurring in
processing technology, new products,
and their implications on timber values
and local manufacturing economies.
Trends in forest product technology
and utilization affect benefits we obtain
from forests in Alabama.

New processes and products will
continue to thrust Alabama’s forest in-
dustry in the forefront of the state’s
economy. Forest product technology
will play 4 major role in forest resource
supply and demand. Forest managers
and timber owners should have
knowledge of the evolutionary nature
of forest product technology.

References

Allison, Richard C. and Earl L. Deal.
Grades, Design Values Span
Tables for Yellow-Poplar Fram-
ing Lumber. Noith Carolina
Agricultural Extension Service,
1985.

Allison, Richard C. and Earl L. Deal.
Yellow-Poplar Framing Lum-
ber. North Carolina Agricultural
Extension Service, 1983.

Buchanan, Brian. “A Whole Lot of
Shakin’ Go’n On.” Texas Forest
Service News, Volume 67, No. 3,
1988.

Casseus, Daniel L. and John F. Sentft.
Structural Lumber: a New
Market for Yellow-Poplar, 1985.

Castro, Jaime et al. Feasibility of Es-

tablishing a Hardwood Lumber
Remanufacturing Facility in
North Georgia. Prepared for the
Georgia Forestry Commission,
June, 1988.

Chiang, Tze . Laminated Veneer
Lumber: A Manufacturing Op-
portunity in Georgia. Economic
Development Laboratory, Georgia
Tech Research Institute, Georgia
Institute of Technology, Atlanta,
Georgia. April 1986.

Dimakis, Al G.; Michael G. Oliva,
and Michael Ritter. Development
and Use of Stress Laminated
Timber Deck Bridges. Paper
presented at the Structures Con-
gress '87 related to bridges and
transmission line structures, 1987,
Orlando, American Society of
Civil Engineers.

Durbak, Irene A. et al. “Markets for
Hardwood Laminated- Veneer-
Lumber.” Forest Products Jour-
nal, Vol. 37, No. 10, 1987.

Ince, P.J. “Pulp and Paper Science
may Change Technology and In-
crease Use of Southern
Hardwoods.” Payoffs from new
techniques for managing and
processing southern hardwoods.
Proceedings of the 1984 SOFEW
Workshop, Memphis, Tennessee,
R. W. Guldin, ed., University of
North Carolina, Raleigh, North
Carolina, 1984.

Ince, P.J. “Future Forest Product
Technology; A Key Determinant
of Economic Benefits We Obtain
from Forests.” Economic and so-
cial development: A role for
forests and forestry profes-
sionals. Proceedings of the 1987
Society of American Foresters Na-
tional Convention; 1987 October
18-21, Minneapolis, Society of
American Foresters, Bethesda,
1988.

Setterholm, Vance C. “FPL
Spaceboard—A new structural
sandwich concept.” TAPPI
JOURNAL, 1985,

Sinclair, Steve and Frick Stureson.
“RTA Furniture Gets it Together.”
Furniture Design and Manufac-
turing, November 1988. #

MANAGING
THE FUTURE
OF AMERICA’S
FORESTS

NATIONAL FOREST
PrODUCTS WEEK

OCTOBER 15 - 21

FALL 1989 15



| ANDOWNERS

N ATI o NAL by TERRI BATES, Legislative Liaison, National Association of State Forestej

ongress adjourned for a month-

long recess August 5 amid a flurry
of activity and issues. Major issues on
the House of Representatives’ agenda
were postponed earlier in the summer
while the House was preoccupied with
internal politics.

Appropriations

Progress on the 13 appropriations
bills is much slower than last year,
when, for the first time in years, all 13
were signed into law before the Oc-
tober 1 fiscal year. This year it will be a
“race to the finish line” to complete
final action on any of the bills before
the new fiscal year. Members are
speculating about the prospect of an
emergency “continuing resolution” to
finance the government in October
until all the regular spending bills pass.

The House and Senate have com-
pleted action on their individual ver-
sions of the Agriculture and Interior ap-
propriations bills. Conferences began
in mid-September. Forestry monies for
the most part are similar to levels ap-
proved last year with some exceptions

that may result due to compromises
struck during the conference commit-
tee process.

The Agricultural Conservation Pro-
gram (ACP) received increases from
both the House and Senate, although
they are not expected to be funnelled
into the forestry program. The Forestry
Incentives Program (FIP) received the
same appropriations as last year and
the Conservation Reserve Program
received a significant reduction. This is
primarily attributed to current and ex-
pected low enrollments.

The state forestry agencies receive
federal dollars through state and
private forestry programs administered
by the Forest Service. A good deal of
disparity exists between the House and
Senate appropriations levels for state
and private forestry. However, it is feit
that these programs are bound to fare
well, even better than past years. Both
Houses are agreeing to fund a new pro-
gram, the Forest Stewardship Program.
This 1s modeled after Alabama’s
TREASURE Forest program. Con-
gressman Sonny Callahan (R-AL), a

co-chairman of the Forestry 2000 Task
Force, is expected to introduce legisla-
tion that “authorizes” the program.

At the same time the spending bills
are moving through, both Houses must
put together “reconciliation” bills that
achieve $13 billion in deficit reduc-
tions. A provision in the House bill
places a moratorium on additional CRP
signup periods, potentially affecting
the recent 9th signup period (July 17-
August 4). At this time, the Senate is
not intending to propose a similar
provision and it is anticipated the
House will drop their measure during
conference.

Tax Rates

A strong effort to reduce tax rates on
capital gains was under consideration
by the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee as part of a short-term revenue
package. The committee failed to reach
an agreement between two proposals
offered by committee members before
adjourning. Led by Congressman Ed
Jenkins (D-GA), six conservative
Southern Democrats, including Con-

STATE by FRANK SEGO, Legislative Liaison, Alabama Forestry Commission

ummer, 1989, presented the

Alabama legislature with a break in
activity as no special session was
called to bring lawmakers back to the
Statehouse.

Clerical workers and staff members
who remained on a full-time basis were
viewing it as “the lull before the
storm.” Reason: 1990 is an election
year for all constitutional officers and
with it comes an earlier session. By
law, the legislature is required to meet
the second Tuesday in January during
the fourth year of the quadrennium.
Therefore, next year’s regular session
will begin on January 9.

While all eyes will be focused on
the governor’s race, there will be plen-
ty of jockeying for positions among the
105 House and 35 Senate seats. Al-
though Democrats still hold a decided
edge in numbers, the Republicans con-
tinue to add converts to their ranks.
Senator Frank (Butch) Ellis, Jr., of
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Columbiana, was the latest to embrace
the GOP as this article went to press.

Forestry Is Grateful

Meanwhile, the forestry community
is still expressing appreciation to mem-
bers of the House and Senate for secur-
ing passage of Senator Ann Bedsole’s
bills allowing voters to decide on a
much-needed statewide acreage assess-
ment. The legislation received final ap-
proval during the 1989 regular session.

This, however, is only the first step
toward gaining uniformity in the
method of collecting 10 cents an acre
on forestland in all of Alabama’s 67
counties. The current fragmented col-
lection method is archaic and inade-
quate to provide the needs for which it
was intended.

At present, 29 counties collect 10
cents per acre; five are collecting five
cents and one collects only two cents

an acre. Cullman County is authorized
to collect 15 cents per acre, while
several counties have the local
authority but are not collecting a cent.
The enabling act for these local assess-
ments was passed back in 1955.

VoteondJune5

The people of Alabama will have
the opportunity to vote for the constitu-
tional amendment in the statewide
primary election on June 5, 1990. The
amendment clearly relates to the
promotion of forestry and fire protec-
tion on forest property within the state.

It will, following landowner ap-
proval, allow all local laws heretofore
enacted for similar forest fire protec-
tion and assessment programs to be
repealed. The amendment further
provides for the procedure where
owners or lessees of forestland may, by
referendum, levy upon themselves an



gressman Ronnie Flippo (D-AL) hold
the balance of power and with commit-
tee Republicans are backing a plan
proposed by Jenkins. The Jenkins’ plan
would cut the top tax rate on capital
gains to 19.6% for 212 years. After-
ward, the rate would rise to 28%, and
the gain attributable to inflation
wouldn’t be taxed. Currently capital
gains are taxed at the ordinary income
rate, which can be as high as 33%. The
Bush administration has publicly back-
ed the plan.

House Ways and Means Chairman
Dan Rostenkowski (D-IL) has offered
a compromise plan that would remove
from taxation that part of a gain that is
attributable to inflation. It would also
offer a special tax break on assets held
for five years, and a more generous
break on assets held for 10 years. How-
ever, the plan would be applied to as-
sets purchased after the law takes ef-
fect. In other words, Rostenkowski’s
plan would not apply to current timber
sales, but only to trees planted in the fu-
ture. Jenkins’ proposal would apply to
any asset sold in the next 22 years.

The Bush administration will not
publicly support the plan, but ad-
ministration officials acknowledged
that they prefer Rostenkowski’s plan,
as it encourages entrepreneurial invest-
ment and long-term investment.
Interest in restoring preferential
treatment to timberland owners
remains in more long-term legislation
recently introduced. Congressman
Lindsay Thomas (D-GA) introduced
legislation that restores capital gains
for timber. The bill (HR 2663) en-
courages reforestation and preservation
of forest habitats by giving preferential
tax treatment for timber sales to forest
owners who agree to follow a forest
resource management plan. The plan
must contain three major preservation
elements: a guarantee to replant timber-
land, adherence to a “no net loss of wet-
land” policy for forestlands, and a
prohibition of conversion of harvested
hardwood timberland to softwood.
Senator Wyche Fowler (D-GA) in-
troduced legislation (S /238) that res-
tores tax treatment for timberland
owners pre-1986. The “Forestry

Management Improvement Act of
1989 provides an incentive for forest
owners to manage their land for all
resources, including wildlife.

Disaster Assistance

The House and Senate Agriculture
Conference Committee completed a
disaster assistance package related to
1989 weather-related damages. The
legislation extends last years’ disaster
assistance law to cover significant
1989 losses.

Included in the legislation are dis-
aster assistance provisions for eligible
tree farmers (owners of 1,000 acres or
less of trees) who planted trees in 1988
or 1989 for commercial purposes and
lost the seedlings to drought or a re-
lated condition in 1989. Seedling mor-
tality must exceed 45 percent. Reimbur-
sement will cover 65% of the cost of
replanting seedlings lost up to $25,000.

Congress returned September 6 and
has plenty to keep it busy throughout
the fall! &

assessment based on the amount of
acreage owned.

The amendment would authorize a
maximum of 20 cents per acre, how-
ever, the assessment will be set at only
10 cents per acre in the landowners’
referendum. There would be no change
in the assessment where counties are
now collecting 10 cents per acre.

Upon ratification by the electorate
on June 5, the Alabama Forestry Com-
mission will have the authority to call a
referendum of forest landowners and
bear the expense of the election six
weeks from the date of the primary
vote.

Vote in Each County

All affected owners or lessees of
forestland will be entitled to vote in
this referendum. The Forestry Commis-
sion will call for the vote in each of the
67 counties and determine the rules

and regulations pertaining to the vote.
Arrangements for the place and
management of the referendum will be
under the direction of the Commission.

Should the referendum fail to
receive the required majority of affirm-
ative votes, the Commission may call
another referendum after the expiration
of two years.

The assessment will be collected at
the same time and in the same manner
as county ad valorem taxes. Proceeds
generated 1n each county will be ear-
marked for use in the respective county
from which they were collected, to be
used for forest fire protection and
similar forestry services within the
county.

More details concerning the referen-
dum will be covered in the Winter
issue of Alabama’s TREASURED
Forests. However, I would like to con-
clude this article by saying that for the
better part of the past 15 years, this

writer has toured the
state helping to enlist
support for the
assessment at 10 cents.

Here are some of the comments
made by responsible landowners at the
various public hearings:

*“We prefer the assessment to any
other tax.”

“We should be happy to pay this 10
cents an acre.”

“We call this insurance, not a tax or
an assessment.”

“We’d be paying only $10 to protect
one hundred valuable acres.”

These are direct quotes from forest
landowners. When you think about it, it
really is good insurance for your invest-
ment.

And, yes, the proposal has the sup-
port of the Alabama Forestry Associa-
tion and the Alabama Farmers Federa-
tion, as well as concerned private
non-industrial landowners. #
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Don't Be Afraid
BE CAUTIOUS

by TILDA MIMS, Information Specialist, Tuscaloosa

nakes have a bad reputation.

They are almost universally viewed
as vindictive, venomous, heartless
monsters; cold, clammy creatures pos-
sessed of almost magical powers—the
epitome of evil. When coming upon a
snake—any snake—normally
courageous people shrink in fear.

Fear of snakes can be caused by un-
familiarity and misinformation. There
is no need to fear snakes once you
know something about identifying
poisonous snakes, precautions against
snakebite, and what to do in the rare
event of snakebite.

Identifying Poisonous Snakes

[t is not always easy to identify a
poisonous snake. There is not a single
characteristic that distinguishes a
poisonous snake from a harmless one
except the presence of fangs and
poison glands.

The idea that all snakes have trian-
gular heads or some other warning fea-
ture is wrong and dangerous.

The only certain way to identify
dangerous snakes is to learn to recog-
nize them on site. Only six of the 40
snake species that inhabit Alabama are
dangerous to humans. These are the
coral snake, the cottonmouth moccasin,
the copperhead and three rattlesnake
species.

Coral snakes have brightly colored
bands of red, black and yellow or red,
black and white. The coral snake in this
area of the U.S. always has a black
head with a yellow band behind the
eyes. Coral snakes burrow in the
ground and are seldom seen. They are
shy and non-aggressive. They are more
likely to be seen in early morning or on
a rainy day.

Coral snakes are related to the cobra
and have the same type of venom; how-
ever, their bite is usually not fatal be-
cause of the small size of the snake (20"-
30"y and the shortness of the fangs.

The coral snake is often confused
with the similarly marked but harmless
scarlet king snake. An old rhyme for
distinguishing between the two
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describes the order of the bands. “Red
on black, friend of Jack. Red on yel-
low, kill a fellow.”

Cottonmouths, copperheads and
rattlesnakes are all pit vipers. These
snakes have a heat sensitive pit, or tiny
hole, between the eye and nostril.
These heat sensors help them to locate
warm-blooded prey and aim their strike
in the dark.

The Eastern Cottonmouth is the
most abundant poisonous water snake
in Alabama. It has a thick body and a
head which is wider than its neck. Al-
though the young are boldly marked
with brown to reddish crossbands, the
adult cottonmouth is dull brown or
olive in color with indistinct bands.

The cottonmouth lives near water. It
will usually retreat when disturbed, but
it may stand its ground, holding its
mouth wide open to display the white
“cotton” mouth lining. The best rule of
thumb when seeing a snake near water
is to beware of one that doesn’t hasten
to retreat!

Copperheads are also stout-bodied
snakes; the heads are distinctly wider
than the necks. The Southern Copper-
head is a coppery pink color with dark
hourglass bands.

This normally timid, sluggish snake
depends on camouflage to escape detec-
tion among rock outcroppings, trees or
dry ground in wooded areas. If startled,
however, it will vibrate its tail and
strike. These snakes seem to enjoy
each other’s company, and where one
is seen there are usually more nearby.

Although the least dangerous of the
poisonous snakes, the copperhead is
responsible for the most bites because
it is often not seen until it is disturbed.
When walking in rocky, wooded areas,
always remember to step onto rocks
and felled trees rather than over them,
giving the copperheads hiding along
the rocks and trees a chance to awaken
and escape.

There are three species of rattle-
snake common to Alabama: the
Pygmy, the Timber or Canebreak, and
the Eastern Diamondback.

The Pygmy rattler is commonly 15

to 22 inches long and covered with
dark round or oval blotches. The back-
ground color between the blotches may
be red, brown or gray. They are usually
seen sunning, near water or crossing
the road.

The Timber or Canebreak rattler is
usually docile, but larger ones are often
dangerous. Commonly 36-60 inches
long, it is patterned with dark brown or
black chevrons. The tail is black. It is
usually found on rocky outcrops,
hillsides or in any wooded area in late
afternoon and evening.

Without a doubt, the Eastern
Diamondback is the “scariest” of the
southern snakes to encounter. Unmis-
takable! The dark brown or black
diamonds are bordered by white or yel-
low scales. It, too, is stout-bodied with
a large distinct head.

It occurs in a variety of habitats in
the Coastal Plain, but prefers relatively
dry pine-oak sandhills with abundant
stump holes, gopher tortoise burrows,
fox dens, logs and other cover. They
are most likely to travel in the spring
and fall, changing locations during the
day and remaining stationary at night.

The Eastern Diamondback is declin-
ing, and is now scarce in many areas
where is was formerly common. Going
along with it are its neighbors—the
gopher tortoise, the Indigo snake, the
gopher frog and other little known
denizens of the sandhill. The reasons
are several, including loss of habitat
and deliberate persecution.

Snakebite Preventionand
Emergency Treatment

There is only one surefire method of
avoiding snakebite: use your eyes and
watch your step. Always wear boots in
areas where snakes are common. Learn
to recognize snake den areas such as
holes in the ground, crevices in rocks,
caves, under rocks, old boards, logs
and piles of dirt.

What should you do if bitten by a
snake? If it is non-poisonous, wash the
area with soap and water to prevent
infection.



Intense pain, swelling and discolora-
tion usually accompany the bite of a
poisonous snake. A tourniquet (a hand-
kerchief or boot lace will do) should be
applied at a point between the bite and
the heart. It should be loosened every
ten minutes or so to prevent gangrene.
With as little movement as possible,
the victim should be taken as quickly
as possible to a doctor. Do not con-
sume any food, drink or alcohol. Move-
ment, food and drink will speed up
blood circulation.

If, and only if, you are a long way
from help, should you try to remove
the venom yourself. In all the old cow-
boy movies, and “X” is cut at the site
of the bite to release the venom. Cur-
rent medical opinion ditfers on this
practice because a very deep cut may
damage veins, arteries and tendons. If
necessary, however, a /4 to 13 inch,
shallow, clean cut with the grain of the
muscle over each fang mark may be
helpful.

Snake venom, if swallowed, will
cause no harm. There is danger only if
there are open cuts or sores in the
mouth. A thin piece of plastic stretched
over the bite can be used to protect the
mouth.

The chances of being bitten by a
poisonous snake are very small. In the
U.S., only 10 percent of snakes pose a
danger to human life and the mortality

rate of those bitten is about two percent.

Many people still carry a gun or
stick when in the woods “in case they
see a snake.” If a person sees the snake
first, there is usually no need to kill it
anyway. Let harmless snakes go, and
be wary of venomous ones.

While no one is expected to love
snakes, there is no need to fear them
once you know something about their
habits and characteristics, and the
precautions one can take to be
protected against snakebite.
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ACTIVITIES

The Alabama Forestry Commission has
been named the Tennessee Valley Waterfow]
I Association’s Conservation Organization of

DISTRICT

the year. The award was presented to the
AFC at the TVWA's annual banquet held

; Sept. 30 in Guntersville. Jerry Davis,
TVWA executive director, expressed his appreciation to
Marshall County Supervisor Larry Parker and the AFC
for providing the TVWA with mecting space and allowing
the TVWA to build its holding pens and water pens for its
mallard duck and Canada geese programs at the county of-
fice on Lake Guntersville.

Twenty children from the Guntersville Special Learn-
ing Center enjoyed a day of fishing and a cookout at
TREASURE Forest Landowner Dewey Drain’s farm pond
at Poplar Springs. Jack Lay, Marshall County: Vernell
Johnson, Jackson County; Mark Roberts and Phillip
Drake, Madison County and Dan Fincher. District | of-
fice. each had a student fishing buddy for the day. They
fished from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and then feasted on ham-
burgers and hot dogs under the shade trees. The idea for the
fishing derby came from Marshall County Supervisor
Larry Parker.

Madison County Supervisor Mark Sullivan, Mark
Roberts and Phillip Drake took three A&M University
forestry students and their instructor, John Derrington, on
a tour of the Dewey Meeks’ farm July 7. The students got
to see a Southern Pine Beetle spot, taste some of the apples
Meeks grows on his 1,500 tree orchard and watch several
logs as they were cut up at his private sawmiil.

Monsanto Chemical Company sponsored a field
demonstration of two forest herbicides in Cherokee County
recently. Jimmy Cobb, Monsanto’s representative in Scot-
tsboro. coordinated the event utilizing forest sites belong-
ing to the old Georgia Kraft Company (now Mead). Accord
and Arsenal were the featured herbicides with a heavy em-
phasis on their use for site preparation and pine release. Ap-
proximately 35 forestry consuitants, chemical salespeople,
Forestry Commission rangers and foresters and timber com-
pany representatives attended the tour.

The U.S. Forest Service's Forest Survey crews began
working in District 1 choosing Jackson County as their in-
troduction to the mountains of Alabama. With outstanding

- assistance from-County Supervisor Ed Eldredge and his. -—

statf, David Few and his Forest Service crews completed
38 plots and moved on to Dekalb County. By the end of the
summer, four counties were sampled, providing informa-
tive and interesting data on the forest resources here in Dis-
trict 1.

R.B. Brown of Valley Head was presented his
TREASURE Forest Landowner Certificate by the Dekalb
County Forestry Planning Committee at Quincy's Res-
taurant in Fort Payne recently.

Eighteen volunteer fire departments in Dekalb County
were presented checks for $1.250 each by State Repre-
sentative Ralph Burke at the county s RCFP meeting held
in Pine Ridge. RCFP Section Chief Ray Tucker, District
Forester Samuel H. Gravel. Dekalb County Supervisor
Donald Cole, Gary Sanders and Randy Johnson at-
tended the meeting. The Pine Ridge Velunteer Fire
Department hosted the meeting and supplied a supper of
deer meat to all who attended.

The St. Clair County Forestry Planning
Committee recently sponsored a mixed
stand tour on the John M. Harbert
TREASURE Forest (Canoe Creek Farm)
near Springville. Over 100 people from as
far away as Bowling Green, KY participated
in the meeting. A hay ride tour of the farm included guest
speakers at four stops. The tour also included a catered
BBQ lunch. Following lunch, a ceremony was held for St.
Clair County’s five new TREASURE Forest landowners,

Fire Specialist Larry Wright recently attended county
association meetings across the district where 154 volun-
teer fire departments received approximately $192,500 in
grant money.

Thirty miles of urban street tree sample plots have
been completed by associates in Blount and Jefferson coun-
ties. Associates participating in collecting the samples in-
cluded Greg Kelsoe, James Gresham, Brian Morgan,
Bill Hammer, Pal Owen, and Lee Laechelt. Collection
data, taken in Birmingham, Mountain Brook and Oneonta,
will be added to 17 other Alabama cities for inclusion in a
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national urban forestry survey of approximately 400 cities.
The survey is being coordinated by the American Forestry
Association, Washington, D.C. Results will be available
later in the year.

Winston County Forest Ranger David Frost completed
the minimum standards course at the University Law Enfor-
cement Academy on June 30.

Blount County Ranger Steve Bowden recently
received his Buming Prescriptionist Certification, and
Ranger William Owen completed the Spring session of the
Ranger Academy.

The Pell City Civic Center was the site of the St. Clair
County PALS Awards Ceremony. Opal Robinson of
Odenville was the recipient of the first Opat Robinson
Award for outstanding service to her county through litter
pickup and roadside beautification. The award will be
given in her name annually. County Supervisor Gary
Hamilton. Information Specialist Coleen Vansant, and
PALS Executive Director Spencer Ryan attended the meet-
ing.

Two school teachers from Guatemala participated in
the Alabama Forestry Assaciation’s 20th Annual Teachers
Conservation Workshop held recently at Auburn Univer-
sity. The Guatemalan teachers are members of the Partners
of the Americas, which has active chapters in several
Alabama and Guatemalan cities. Urban Forester Lee
Laechelt, also a member of Partners, assisted the teachers
with transportation and housing while they were here.

The St. Clair County AFC office has been actively in-
volved in working with the St. Clair County PALS chap-
ter to cover illegal dumps across the county. Targeting high
fire areas, St. Clair Rangers (in association with PALS), the
sheriff’s department, the county commission, and District
PALS Chairman Coleen Vansant, have covered three il-
legal dumps over the past few weeks. Wildflowers have
been planted on the cleaned sites.

The State Forestry Planning Committee recently held a
meeting in St. Clair County. County Supervisor Gary
Hamilton and Information Specialist Coleen Vansant gave
reports on St. Clair County AFC involvement in the local
PALS cleanup. Following the meeting. the group met at
Wolf Creek Fire Department for a catered lunch. Here,
state commiftee Chairman Joe Brown presented Bill Car-
leton and his family with a plaque distinguishing them as
being the landowner that put the state over the millionth
acre in the TREASURE forest program. After the presenta-
tion, the committee was given a hay wagon tour of the
Carleton’s farm.

Congratulations to TREASURE Forest land-
owner Paul Crump, Jr. for receiving the
3 prestigious W. Kelley Mosley Environmen-
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tal Achievement Award. At a ceremony on
his Sulligent farm, Crump was presented
with a $500 check and a framed, limited edi-
tion painting commemorating the award. Approximately 20
TREASURE Forest landowners attended. When nominat-
ing Crump, District Forester Wayne Strawbridge cited his
innovative developments in the field of forestry and his
willingness to assist other landowners. *“He remains con-
scientious and conumitted to informing and educating land-
owners to maximize their productivity,” Strawbridge said.
He also wishes to thank TREASURE Forest landowner
Dan James and RC&D Coordinator John Harper for
making the award presentation.

Congratulations are also in order for Sim Wright, Jr.,
of Berry, for being selected one of three district finalists for
the Helene Mosley Award. Mr. Wright’s nomination
stressed the various educational benefits of his farm and his
willingness to share them with interested landowners and
agencies.

The Alabama Forestry Commission Commissioners
held their semi-annual meeting at Tuscaloosa’s Sheraton
Capstone Inn. The District 3 staff hosted a delicious catfish
supper at the district oftice in their honor. Afterwards. Infor-
mation Specialist Tilda Mims presented an overview of dis-
trict forestry facts. A preliminary report on the background
research for a published brochure on the district was
provided to those attending.

Subsequent to the meal, the commissioners, the state
forester’s staff and representatives of the district staff par-
ticipated in a “town meeting” where thoughts, ideas and
suggestions were freely expressed. The District statf would
like to thank their guests for their continued interest and
support.

Tuscaloosa County Supervisor William Meore is
delighted with the success of the county’s first annual
Volunteer Firefighters Appreciation Week held May 14-20.
The week’s activities included a formal proclamation by
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the Tuscaloosa County Commission, appearances on local
radio and television talk shows, and a reception at the Dis-
trict office.

Ranger Harry Kepler and Management Specialist
Patrick Waldrop instructed over 50 4-H Club members on
tree identitication and compass-pacing at a recent ficld day.

Construction has started on the new Tuscaloosa County
Ranger Office on district grounds.

Smokey Bear visited over 1,000 school children before
summer vacation, He enlisted their help 1o prevent forest
fires during the summer months.

The City Council of Northport adopted a Tree Or-
dinance as the first step toward becoming a TREE CITY
USA.

Pickens County Supervisor John Sutton. Forestry
Worker Kenny Poole and Fire Specialist Ken Elmore
helped judge the annual Pickens County-Tuscaloosa Coun-
ty Volunteer Firefighter Competition. Duncanville VFD
was the overall winner.

Two new champion trecs were declared in District 3
for 1989. The states’s largest mimosa tree is located off
Highway 43 North in Northport. A towering swamp
chestnut oak is in Fayette County.

The 5th Annual District 4 Volunteer

Firefighters Appreciation Day and Competi-

tion was held in Randolph County at the

North Randolplh Community Center (old

Folsom School). Bill Nixon, Charles Sikes,

and Emory Stitt of the Randolph AFC of-
fice, and members of the District AFC staff did an excellent
Jjob. All newspapers and radio stations iy the District gave
coverage; WJSU-TV. Anniston, covered some of the com-
petition. Several hundred citizens from Chambers, Clay,
Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega, and Tallapoosa
Counties attended and participated in the competition.
There were 11 competitions, arts and crafts, rides for the
children, and delicious food—a festive day. FFirst place win-
ners were: Obstacle Course, Detta VFD (Clay): Hose Lay,
Daviston (Tallapoosa); Bucket Brigade, Idaho (CLay): Jr.
Buckel Brigade, Fosters Cross Roads (Randolph); Water
On The Roof, Idaho; Brush Truck, AFC, Fosters Cross
Roads: Brush Truck, Open, Delta; Old Fire Truck. La-
Fayvette (Chambers); Cake Baking, Taste Div., Paula Hol-
loway (Randolph); Chili Making, Donald Wright (Ran-
dolph); Cake Baking, Jean Estes; Over-all Competitions,
Idaho.

District 4 Headquarters got a face-lift that was needed.
This was the first District Office built in the state and was
completed in January. 1974, so it was time for a sprucing
up.

Scott Phillips, radio operator, gave the statistics for
fires from October 1. 1988 through July, 1989: 5,333.9
acres; 410 fires with an average size of 13.0 acres.

The Tallapoosa PALS Chapter had a booth at the
Dadeville JULY FEST, organized by WDLK's Marie Hof-
fman. All counties in District 4—Chambers, Clay.
Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega, and Tallapoosa—
have PALS chapters.

TREASURE Forest Landowner Jack Langley has won
the Alabama Wildlife Federation's Government Achieve-
ment Award for Wildlife.

Blake Kelley, Coosa County forester, and Ranger Hor-
ten Adcox attended a hazardous materials training session
conducted by the state EMA; the session was held at the
Coosa County Vocational Center in Hanover. The Coosa
County Forestry Planning Committee sponsored a Cham-
pion Tree search during May and June. A list of “County
Champions™ will be published in The Talladega Daily
Home (Sylacauga edition) with the owner’s names. Over 50
trees and 30 species have been measured. The search tumed
up three new unofficial state champions. They were while
basswood. ironwood, and sweetgum.

Three new TREASURE Forests were cerlified at the
June meeting of the Services Subcomminee. They are
Forest Ranger Horten D.C. (Buddy) Adcox, W.S. Phillips
and Sons, and Earl Brown.

David Rogers and Tim Butler conducied classes at
several high schools in the county presenting a program
concerning careers in forestry: they talked with 239 stu-
dents about the various careers available and the traiming
and education necessary, as well as forest fire laws and fire
prevention.

Randolph County Forester Bill Nixon and Ranger
Barry Snow planned and conducted the Randolph County
FFA Forestry Competition. The Randolph-Roanoke Area
Vocational School (RRAVS) placed first and had the
highest individual score. This team went to the district com-
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petition in Auburn and won first place there. Nixon and
Ranger Charles Sikes carricd Smokey Bear to the Roanoke
Bike-Hike where Smokey spread the word about fire
prevention to over 200 children. Nixon and Jim Morris, in-
structor al RRAVS, were forestry counselors at the one-day
4-H Wildlife Camp. The youngsters learned the importance
of the forests and tried their hand at making paper.

On May 30, Marengo County Supervisor
Allen Black was presented the Kelly Mos-
ley Environmental Award by Charles Kelly.
Director of the Game and Fish Division of
the Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources. W. Kelly Mosley
and Larry Brooks. district forester, along with a host of
friends and co-workers, were present for the ceremony.

Marengo County AFC stalf panticipated in Alabama
PALS by adopting a mile on Highway 43 in front of the
county office building. They also hosted the RCFP Associa-
tion meeting at the county office with a fish fry,

David Pearce and Allen Black met with Mayor Patsy
Sumprall of Thomaston to identify trees in the Thomaston
park. Plaques are being placed by each tree for forestry
education.

Neil Letson and Allen Black met with the
Myrtlewood Beautification Committee and Neil gave a
Tree City program.

Harold Cleveland and Smokey attended the Prarttville
City Festival.

Smokey visited Moore Academy. Pine Apple, AL and
along with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers presented a
program on forestry.

A hardwood planting session was held on June 12 for
CRP landowners in Wilcox County. Tom Cambre was on
hand to answer questions.

The Perry County Forestry Planning Committee
held its spring tour recently. Low-cost site preparation and
planting methods were demonstrated on TREASURE
Forest property owned by Jack Snow. The tour included a
steak lunch grilled on the banks of the Cahaba River.

An Urban Forestry Workshop was held on May 24 a1
the Selma District office. Neil Letson and David Pearce
coordinated the program for all Districi S associates. Tree
planting, pruning, litter Jaws and tree commissions were
topics of discussion.

The Perry County FFA Forestry Judging team received
training from Perry County Ranger David Stewart. They
will participate in the state competition in Montgomery.

David Pearce, Perry County forester, was awarded the
FFA Honorary Degree in May. This is the highest award
given by the FFA.

Alan Williams and David Pearce are working with
the Selma Tree Comunission to identify hazard trees in
Selima. The Old Town District in Selma has a large number
of old water oaks that need 1o be removed. To date, about
V> the arca has been mapped with 28 trees to be removed
and 34 to be pruned.

Congrawlations 1o Col. W.T. Weissinger 111, S.E. Bel-
cher Jr., and Welford Kornegay for being certified as
TREASURE Forest landowners in District 5. Mr. Weis-
singer was presented with his T.F, Award on July 21 in
Marion.

State Forester Bill Moody was in Selima recently at-
tending a quarterly PALS (People Against a Littered State)
meeting., PALS is gaining momentum in Dallas County.

State TREASURE Forest and Wildlife Coordinator
Rick Busch came to Selma in June 10 1alk with WHBB
radio host Carolyn Hutcheson.

Dallas County Forester Alan Williams was a judge at
the state FFA Forestry Contest held on the Montevallo cam-
pus in June.

In May, Ronnie Hickman, Geneva County
supervisor. Ranger Bobby Light, and Stalf
Forester Paul Thomas made a preliminary

inspection on Ms. Mildred Owens’ proper-
ty for TREASURE Forest.

During this quarter, Geneva County per-
sonnel attended a herbicide meeting on site preparation
using the Arsenal and Accord tank mixture.

The city of Samson was recently recognized as a Trec
City USA with Franklin McAliley, district forester,
presenting the sign, flag, and certificate 1o the mayor and
City Council.

Pike county has been busy with TREASURE Forest
creeds and certifications this quarter. Their three most
recent certifications are Woodland Associates, Ben Chan-
celor, and Edgar Fannin.

Jimmy King’s TREASURE Forest in Pike County was

nominated and won district level competition for the
Helene Mosley Award.

Wayne Craft, Pike County supervisor, recently at-
tended the Dollar Hide Hunting Club for a hardwood
management program. The program was very informative
with both classroom lectures and on-site labs.

On July 20, Wayne Craft presented a program on
beaver management to the Dale County Forest Land-
owners Association. It proved 1o be very interesting, in-
cluding such topics as general control, positive and nega-
tive aspects, and capture techniques. There was also a slide
presentation.

Rangers Larry Doster and James Gavins have pushed
scveral miles of permanent fire breaks for TREASURE
Forest landowners within Dale County.

County Supervisor Bruce Hancock and Ranger Larry
Doster nominated landowner Victor Barrios for a
TREASURE Forest.

Kenneth Blalock and Forestry Worker Steve Snuggs
presented a wildflower program 1o the Adoniram Baptist
Church’s “Young at Heart” group. Various wild{lowers of
Alabama’s outdoors were discussed.

Houston County Supervisor Jerry Smith and Smokey
Bear visited 150 third graders at Montana St. Eleinentary
School and discussed firc prevention.

District Forester Franklin McAliley presented a pro-
gram to the Houston County Forest Landowners Associa-
tion on South American Forestry and Agricultural prac-
tices. These Jandowners also toured Louisiana Pacific’s
fiber board plant in Clayton. Alabama.

Houston County personnel spoke to eight civic groups
concerning the growing litter problem in Alabama. They
also assisted with Houston County’s Clean Sweep Week in
May. which dealt with picking up roadside litter country-
wide and making citizens more aware of the problem.

Fifieen Barbour County landowners attended a pine
straw production program presented by the County Land-
owners Association and the Alabama Forestry Commission.
Pop Miller Industries of Buena Vista, GA presented the pro-
gram.

Ranger David Gullege was elected secretary-treasure
of the Barbour County Volunteer Firefighters Associa-
tion. David’s work with the Association assures the close
relationship between the AFC and the volunteer depart-
ments.

On May 8, Butler County Supervisor Paul
Hudgens, Mike Brundige and with
Smokey Bear presented a Fire Prevention
Program at R.L. Austin Elementary School.

The Butler County Forestry Planning
Comnittee sponsored a practice compelti-
tion for the 4-H Forestry Judging at Sherling Lake. Five
counties participated.

Supervisor Hudgens and Ron Williams, Extension Ser-
vice, attended the 4-H Forestry Judging Competition in
Montevallo. Butler County’s Junior won first place in the
District. The Senior Team took third place.

The Helene Mosley Award Inspection Comimitiee
visited Sherling Lake on July 15. On hand 10 assist Lake
Manager Philip Herring with the tour were Paul
Hudgens, Gib Burke, Ronnie Williams (Extension Ser-
vice). Rick Busch and Kevin Kramer (game & fish
wildlife biologist).

The Butler County RCFP Association was presented
a $500 check by District Forester Robert Dismukes on
June 27.

In May, Conecuh County Supervisor Victor Howell,
Ranger James North and Forestry Worker Thad House,
along with Simokey, presented a school program at
Evergreen Elementary School.

Rangers James North and Robert Taylor escorted
Smokey to the Special Olympics in Repton.

All Conecuh County personnel assisted the Rotary
Club with their twenty-ninth annual Wildlife Camp in June.

Covington County Supervisor Tammy Ellis and
Ranger Terry Daughtery assisted Pleasant Home High
School with their Forestry Judging Competition.

On June 24, Supervisor Ellis, Ranger Gary
Thompson, Forestry Worker Eric Lee and Smokey at-
tended the Florala Masonic Celebration Parade. That after-
noon they supervised sawdust pile activities.

Supervisor Ellis and Smokey presented a program (o
the Andalusia Public Library Summer Reading Pro-
gram Group.

On May 4, Rangers Tony Chandler and David Kelly
assisted Crenshaw County FFA students with their Forestry
Judging. Luverne was the winner.



On July 20, the Crenshaw County Forestry Planning
Committee held a meeting with forest landowners. Con-
sultant Walt Sellers was guest speaker.

All Crenshaw County personnel assisted in the chain-
saw competition at the Luverne Chamber of Commerce
Annual Fourth of July celebration.

Escambia County Ranger George Bolling, Madeline
Hildreth and Smokey presented a progran to the Cub
Scouts during their Day Camp.

On May 15. Monroe County Ranger Steve Lloyd and
Madeline Hildreth spoke 10 a Boy Scout Troop in Mon-
roeville.

Monroe County Supervisor Gary Cole and Rangers
Johnny Kline and Steve Lloyd continued to assist Corps
of Engineers” Maggie Briggs in presenting programs
aimed ai cleaning up Monroe County.

On July 20, Communications Technician Bob Kimbro
attended a Crenshaw County RCFP meeting 1o discuss the
new repeater and radio procedures.

Butler County personnel have been working hard 10
clear a site for their new office. They hope 1o soon begin
construction.

Charlie Carpenter. Washington County

ranger, assisted in the Washington County

FFA Forestry Judging Contest.

Bobby McAdams, forest ranger, and

Melanie Curry. information specialist,

presented a program on the Alabama
Forestry Commission for 8th grade students. The Forest
Rangers video was shown.

Melanie Curry and Lynn Booth, Baldwin County
forest ranger. participated in a career day held for Bay
Minette high school students. A slide program. “Careers in
Forestry,” was shown and career brochures were dis-
tributed. Information on forestry programs at junior col-
leges and universities was also available.

The AFC Mobile County forester and rangers have offi-
cially “adopted” the G.H. Bryant Area Vocational Center in
Irvington through the Mobile County Adopt-A-School pro-
gram. On May 31 Mobile County Ranger Bobby Mc-
Adams, Melanie Curry, information specialist, Jenny
Clarke, forestry instructor, Dr. Paul Molletie, center direc-
tor and Dr. Elaine Riotz, Adopt-A-School program director,
met to discuss the Adopt-A-School program and to set ob-
jectives and goals for the partnership between the center
and the AFC.

On June 15, Clarke County presented a Smokey Bear
fire prevention lecture to Cub Scouts with an appearance by
Smokey Bear.

Mobile County Rangers Major Harris, Aaron Hunt.
and Ronnie Grider, along with Tanner Williams Volun-
teer Fire Department. gave a Smokey Bear and fire
prevention presentation to grades one thiu six on June 6.

Mobile County held its Volunteer Fire and Rescue As-
sociation Annual Competitions in Creola on June 3. Forest
Rangers Jim Wade and Ronnie Grider judged the com-
petition. Creola and Mt. Vemmon Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments were the hosts.

Steve Lyda. Mobile County supervisor, has been work-
ing on the Site Selection Committee of Alabama Forestry
Resources Center with Senator Amy Bedsole.

The Mobile County AFC Staft have been selected as
special forestry advisors for & Mobile County Explorer Post.
Mobile County is also working with several county
landowners to achieve TREASURE Forest status and recer-

tification.

Baldwin County and Washington county PALS chap-
ters have been working on a joint project. Laura Under-
wood. 4-H member from Baldwin County, has developed a
coloring book that will be distributed to all fourth graders
in Baldwin and Washington County. Melanie Curry. infor-
mation & education specialist, Sarah Hazen, Washingion
County Exiension agent and Joyce Staudt, Baldwin Coun-
1y Extension agent, have been working to develop the color-
ing book and obtain funding.

I&E Specialist Melanie Curry, District Forester Stan-
ley Anderson, and Mobile County Forester Steve Lyda are
working with the Alabama Forest Resources Center to plan
a “Forestry Reunion and Celebration™ which will be held
Oct. 19-20 in Mobile.

Assistant State Forester Charles Pigg was

guest speaker at Marion County’s open

house. A large group toured the new build-

ing and enjoyed a luncheon provided by the

Forestry Planning Committee. Louise Bone

presented the Marion County personnel with
a flag which was flown over the U.S. Capitol in

Washington, D.C. especially for Marion County Alabama
Forestry Commission. The flag was accompanied with a
special certificate and presented in memory of Hubert
Hopkins. Tony Avery, Flavil Logan and Vernon Tucker
accepted the flag.

The National Council of Garden Clubs has selected
District 9's landscape project as the best in the U.S. in the
wildflower category. This announcement was made at their
National Convention in Rochester N. Y. This recognition in-
cludes a $1,000 cash prize which the Florence Garden Club
has earmarked for maintenance of the project. A feature
story in the Times Daily brought visitors from surrounding
cities and other states.

Tony Avery has been selected 10 received the State
Department ol Education FFA Assoctation “Honorary
Farmer Award.” This award was presemted at their annual
stale convention.

Billy Rye. staff forester, Tony Montgomery,
Lawrence County ranger, and Paul Beverly, Morgan Coun-
ty ranger. recently completed the Forestry Academy.

Tom Cambre and Rick Busch taught a
wildlife/hardwood training for District 9 employees.

Danny Deaton helped organize the 4-H
Forestry/Wildlife Camp held in Colbert County. Don Bur-
dette, Wayne Winsted and David Reid assisted the
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service staff.

Colbert and Marion Counties received special recogni-
tion by the Alabama Legislature. Rep. Logan introduced a
Resolution in the House of Representatives commending
Marion County AFC personnel for their outstanding com-
munity service during the clean up of storm damage in
Hamilton and Marion County. Senator Denton introduced a
Resolution in the Senate commending the Colbert County
AFC personnel for their commitiment to the PALS or-
ganization.

PALS of Colbert County have been awarded a grant
from the W. Kelly Mosley Environmental Awards program.
The $1700 will be used for education work to promote
PALS.

The American Forestry Association is conducting a
tree survey in Florence and Athens. Steve McEachron has
trained a group of Eagle Scouts to help with the Florence
Survey. Billy Rye and Greg Wood will coordinate the sur-
vey in Athens.

The new voice on the 1elephone at District 9 Head-
quarters in Joyce Owen. our new Clerk Typist I1. Joyce
tormerly worked for Riverbend Mental Health Center and
Lauderdale County Juvenile Probation Offices.

Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl escorted by Ranger
Wayne Winsted and Fire Specialist Mike Lanier, attended
the 66th birthday celebration of Muscle Shoals on April 22.
This event was in conjunction with the Alabama Reunion.
Smokey and Woodsy rode in the parade and later strolled in
Gatman Park greeting children and parents as well.

On April 25, Ranger Wayne Winsted led a group of
3rd graders, teachers and parents on the Annual Forestry
Nature tour that began at the Stanfield-Worley Shelter. The
children were introduced to plants, wildlife, and leamed dif-
ferent types of trees. They also toured an old cave where In-
dian relics can still be found.

In Macon County. County Forester Jerry

McGhee, Ranger Jesse Fitzpatrick, Fire

Specialist Cliff Cobb and RCFP Section

Chief Ray Tucker have been working

together to assist volunteer fire departments

in Macon County. Their efforts have led 10
the organization of Macedonia Community V.IVD. and the
Macon County Fire Chiefs’ Association. The Chehaw
V.E.D. recently entered into a cooperative agreement with
the Alabama Forestry Commission.

Representative Mike Mikell presented the first halt of
the 1989 Fire Departments grants to 17 Elmore County
V.F.D.s at the May meeting of the Elmore County Associa-
tion of Fire Departments. District Forester Dave Duckett.
Elmore County Supervisor Lynn Justiss, Ranger Jim
Foreman and Forestry Worker Billy Magee also attended
the meeting.

The Macon County Forestry Planning Committee
held its Second Annual Forestry and Wildlife Award Ban-
quet in May at White Oak Plantation. Landowners in three
acreage categories were recognized for their accomplish-
ments in forestry and wildlife management. County
Forester Jerry McGee was selected as the 1989 Forester of
the Year,

On June 20th, Macon County associates gave a presen-
tation during a Natural Resource Camp at the Tuskegee Na-
tional Forest. The two-week camp was set up 1o introduce

15- 10 18-year-olds to activities and careers in natural
resources. Macon County Supervisor Jerry McGee gave
an overview of the AFC’s responsibilities: Forest Ranger
Jesse Fitzpatrick gave a presentation on fire protection
and prescribed burning: and Forest Ranger Charles
Baldwin gave a presentation on the Southern Pine Beetle.

The associates of District 10 welcome Dan Lassctter
1o Lee County. Dan fills the forester slot in Lee County.

The Elmore County Forestry Planning Commiltee
held an educational meeting in June. Topics covered were
“Timber Sales and the Consultant.” with William I, Leh-
man, III of Lehman Brothers Timberland-Consultant
Foresters and “Timber Theft Laws and Their Impact on the
Privatec Landowner,” presented by Elmore County Super-
visor Lynn Justiss. Justiss also presented a program on the
various govermment cost-share programs available to
private landowners.

Congratulations 1o the 4-H team from Lowndes County
for placing 3rd at the state 4-H competition held in Mon-
tevallo. The team members were Anita Smith, Holly
Strickland and Julie Williams. Holly Strickland took 1st
overall in the forestry quiz contest and 2nd overall in the in-
dividual competition.

Members of the Elmore County Forestry Planning
Committee met in July to organize and finalize work and
preparations on the Elmore County TREASURE Forest
Landowners Tour which will be held October 13th on the
propenty of Ted Watts and Milton Strickland.

The Alabama Forestry Commission, in conjunction
with the U.S. Forest Service and the City of Montgomery,
sct up the state’s first urban torestry demonstration at the
Chisholm Community Center. A news conference was held
July 25 1o release information about the demonstration
which shows how trees can have a cooling effect and
reduce air conditioning costs. Speakers at the press con-
ference were State Forester C.W. Moody. U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency Representative Dr, Cory Berish
and Urban Forestry Specialist Billy Page with the USDA-
Forest Service.

Congratulations to the Bullock County Forestry Plan-
ning Conmittee for being judged as the District Il winner
for the 1989 District Outstanding County Forestry Planning
Committee Award.

District 10 associates express their sincere regret for
the loss of Lee County Forestry Worker Chris Davis, who
died of a severe case of pneumonia on Monday, July 24th. @

CALENDAR

October 7—Fulion. Ala. “*Sawnill Days in Fulton,” a
heritage festival, will celebrate the 100th anniversary of
Scotch Lumber Co. Food. ants and crafts and a display of
vintage equipment and entertainment are some of the attrac-
tions planned. Call 636-9581 for more information.

October 19-20—Mobile. Forestry Reunion and
Celebration. An Alabama Forest Resources Center event.
Call 240-9373 for registration information.

October 24-26-—Birmingham. Timber Bridge Con-
ference 10 address problem of deteriorating bridges in rural
Alabama. Sheraton Perimeter Hotel. Contact Jim Gober,
798-3227 or Dr. John Haygreen, 826-4050.

October 25-27—Birmingham. Society of American
Foresters: the Southeastern Section and the Alabama
Division joint meeting. Wynfrey Hotel. Riverchase Gal-
leria. Contact Frank Stewart, 337-4417.

December 11-13—Athens, GA. “Assessing and Con-
trolling Competition in Pine Stands.” a Univ. of GA short
course. Contact Richard C. Field, Georgia Center tor Con-
tinuing Education, Athens, GA 30602; 404-542-3063.

January 8-9—Athens. GA. “Timber Tax Strategies,” a
Univ. of GA short course. Contact Richard C. Field, Geor-
gia Center for Continuing Education, Athens, GA 30602;
404-542-30063.

January 23-25—Athens, GA. “Forest Appraisal.” a
Univ. of GA short course. Contact Richard C. Field, Geor-
eia Center for Continuing Education, Athens, GA 30602;
404-542-3063.

Auy member agency of the Alabama
Forestry Planning Committee can be con-
tacted Jor more information abowt listings in
this section.
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Stumpage Price Trends in Alabama

by L. LOUIS HYMAN, Chief, Forest Marketing

REASURE Forest Management

looks at all the values of the forest.
Wildlife, aesthetics, recreation, and en-
vironmental protection are all impor-
tant, but for many people the bottom
line is timber value. Stumpage prices
play a big role in determining the
profitability of your forest. In fact, it is
directly or indirectly involved in all
management decisions on your forest.

No matter how carefully you plan,

or how well you manage your forestry
investiment, poor stumpage prices at
harvest time can turn your nest egg into
an omelet.

How is Stumpage Determined?

Stumpage is the price of a tree as it
stands in the woods “on the stump.” By
the book, “the value of standing timber
is calculated as the difference between
the selling value of the products
produced from it and the stump-to-
market processing costs, including an
allowance for profit and risk.” (Davis,
1966) Thus, stumpage is a residual
price tied to the sales price of studs and
paper.

A sawmill looks at the price that 2 x
4 dimension lumber is selling, and sub-
tracts its cost for producing that lum-
ber. This cost figure includes a nominal
profit. As an example, a sawmill does
this analysis and decides that it can af-
ford to pay $250 per MBF Scribner for
sawlogs delivered to the mill.

This delivered price is what the log-
ger gets when he delivers wood cut off
your land. From that price he must pay
the logging crew, transportation from
the forest to the mill, equipment pay-
ments and repairs, timber procurement
costs and a small profit. Generally
these costs run about $25 to $30 per
cord, or about $100 per MBF, depend-
ing on transportation costs. This leaves
a stumpage value of $150 per MBF
Scribner for the landowner.

Each stage in this process is vari-
able. Product values can change rapid-
ly. New products come on the market,
such as Chip-N-Saw, which uses large
pulpwood to cut dimension lumber. Be-
cause the end product has a higher
value, the delivered price goes up and
stumpage prices rise as well. If a mill
has a different efficiency rate, the
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amount it can pay for sawlogs will
change. Most importantly, the distance
to the mill has a major impact on the
harvesting costs and on the residual
stumpage.

Most sawmills, pulpmills or other
roundwood users have already
analyzed their own cost structure. Each
one has determined the highest price it
can pay for delivered wood. The mill
changes this price when the market
warrants it. For each mill then, the
stumpage price its suppliers can offer
the landowner is based on the delivered
price, the cost of transportation and the
cost of harvesting.

The further a tract is from the mill,
the longer the trucks have to travel and
the higher the cost per unit. Imagine a
series of zones around a mill based on
miles of travel. These zones are not per-
fect circles because they follow road
miles and are limited by natural
obstacles, such as rivers and ridge lines.

A truck load of wood that has to
travel 100 miles to the mill costs more,
$0 a pulp company must pay less
stumpage than what it can afford to pay
in the local area. If the wood has to be
handled by a woodyard or pulpwood
dealer first, then their handling charges

Figure 1T—Region within the procurement
area of at least four pulp mills, 1989

must also be taken out, lowering
stumpage prices.

Harvesting costs also directly affect
stumpage prices. These costs have many
variables, such as the logger’s equip-
ment and personnel, the location, and
the condition of the stand. Harvesting
cost is directly related to volume har-
vested per acre. Sparse stands take longer
and cost more to harvest. The more that
can be removed at one time, the lower the
unit cost. Improved access by good
woods roads also speeds up harvest and
lowers transportation costs.

Competition

The third factor, besides transporta-
tion and harvesting costs, that affects
stumpage is competition. The more
companies that bid on a timber sale,
generally the better the price.

Many people have questioned the
wide spread in timber bid prices when
several companies bid. Sometimes
there can be a 40 percent difference be-
tween the top and bottom bids. There
are several reasons why this can hap-
pen. The sale tract is a different dis-
tance from each mill, so each buyer has
different hauling costs. Each buyer also
differs on how he plans to use the
wood; how much he will use for
pulpwood versus sawtimber, or sawtim-
ber versus veneer or poles. Finally,
each buyer differs in the amount of
wood he has in the yard already har-
vested. Hungry mills with empty yards
will pay more for wood that is needed
to keep operating.

This competition can become fierce
and drive up timber prices. If you as-
sume a modest 50 mile procurement
radius for a pulpmill, a large section of
Southwest Alabama is in the procure-
ment areas of at least four pulpmills
(FIGURE 1). Some sections can easily
ship wood to seven mills. This heavy
competition has resulted in this part of
Alabama becoming the second highest
priced stumpage zone in the South.

Past Trends

As you can tell by this discussion,
stumpage prices are not stable and vary
considerably over time and location.
Still, there have been some interesting
price trends.



Pine sawtimber prices are very sensi-
tive to the national economy and can
clearly show the recessions of 1980,
1982 and 1985-86. Pine veneer peeler
logs closely follow sawtimber prices.
Pine poles initially followed as well,
but recently have escalated because of
the increasing scarcity of pole quality
timber.

Pine pulpwood delivered price
showed strong increases until 1984,
when prices collapsed. Pine pulp
stumpage follows the same pattern,
with a two-year lag peaking in 1986.
This recent decline occurred because of
the increased substitution of hardwood
for pine pulpwood. This practice be-
came widespread in 1985 and
depressed the pine market. It took the
hardwood market a year to catch on,
resulting in a rapid price rise in 1986-
87 that continues through the present.

The hardwood sawtimber market
follows a similar pattern to hardwood
pulpwood. A steady market through
1986 was followed by a rapid increase
in prices.

The Special Case of North Alabama
Why do prices differ by region? In
particular, why are stumpage prices
lower in North Alabama than in South-
west Alabama? Let’s look first at the
historical patterns and then try to find
explanations. The pine sawtimber
market shows some interesting trends.
The north Alabama market is more
stable. The Southwest market is more
volatite with wide swings (FIGURE 2).
The difference between North and

Southwest tightens during economic
downturns but widens during good
times.

The pine pulpwood market also
shows the stable North Alabama
market. The Central and Southwest
Alabama markets show frequent
crashes. Note also that the differences
between these markets is narrowing
(FIGURE 3).

The hardwood market in general
was a stable one across the state prior
to 1986. The North Alabama market
was flat, fluctuating around $55 per
MBF for oak sawtimber since 1980.
Central and South Alabama started
in that same price range, but fol-
lowed a gradual rising trend until
1987. The great demand for
hardwood pulpwood and quality
hardwood lumber for export since
1987 has unsettled the market,
resulting in wide swings in
stumpage prices (FIGURE 4).

This same trend can be seen in the
hardwood pulpwood market. The
markets were stable until 1985, when
pulpmills began to increase their
demand for hardwood. Since then the
hardwood pulpwood market has track-
ed the pine pulpwood market. The
North Alabama market has stayed rela-
tively stable. The Southwest market in
1988-89 has been buoyed up by the in-
creasing demand for exported
hardwood chips (FIGURE ).

The pine pulpwood markets are
trending toward each other; the pine
sawtimber markets fluctuate, as do the
hardwood sawtimber markets. The
hardwood pulpwood market shows the

greatest difference between in-state
regions.

As stated earlier, stumpage prices
are residual values, tied to demand and
distances. The dominant demand for
pulpwood is in Central and Southwest
Alabama. Tracts closer to these mills
get better prices. North Alabama mills
have some localized demand and do
not compete against each other for
wood. Unless a tract is located inside
one of these procurement areas, it is
sometimes hard to sell wood. The
added transportation costs also lower
stumpage prices.

A second factor influencing
stumpage prices is supply. Hardwood
pulpwood is becoming relatively
scarce in South Alabama as more land
is clear-cut and planted to pine. This
pushes prices up. North Alabama, on
the other hand, has an over abundance
of low quality hardwood, which drags
prices down.

The abundance of low quality
hardwood in North Alabama affects the
sawtimber market as well. Most
hardwood sawtimber trees are in the
lower grades, which command lower
prices than upper grade high quality
cove or bottomland trees.

Some studies have indicated a varia-
tion in the specific gravity of pine
pulpwood which has a direct effect on
pulping quality. Specific gravity
decreases as one travels North and
West away from the coast. This
decrease lowers the pulp yield, requir-
ing more pulpwood to yield one ton of
pulp. This also drives down prices.
Another problem is the higher logging

Figure 2

PINE SAWTIMBER STUMPAGE COMPARED BY

Figure 3

PINE PULPWOOD STUMPAGE COMPARED BY

MARKET YEAR
e REGION 1 === REGION 2

SOURCE: TIMBER MART SOUTH

++«REGION 3

AFC - Resource Analyst

ALABAMA TMS REGIONS ALABAMA TMS REGIONS
200 DOLLARS (per MBF} : o5 DOLLARS (per cord)
k. ... ,~~'-0.." ...'..) ....n.... seeete
150Nz, L Smmmne T Y - 2 e _______ '_';'----\';.. s
15} pmm—T Y=

100

50 5|

0 4+ — 0 —
79 80 81 8 8 84 8 8 87 83 89 79 80 81

wwmm REGION 1 =w= REGION 2
SOURCE: TIMBER MART SOUTH

U T | 1 1 1 |
82 83 84 8 85 87 88 89

MARKET YEAR
+++REGION 3

AFC - Resource Analyst

FALL 1989 23




Figure 4
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costs apparent in the Tennessee Valley.
This is due, in part, to the rougher ter-
rain and the lower level of mechaniza-
tion of harvesting contractors. The
trend now is for loggers to improve
their efficiency across the South. As
these costs are lowered, loggers will be
able to offer more for stumpage.

Less demand, higher costs, longer
distances to mills, abundance of wood
and relative lower quality are the main
factors that depress North Alabama
prices. The tightness of the South
Alabama market is shifting demand
northward and can be clearly seen in
North Alabama. The opening of the
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway has
reduced transportation costs to Mobile
from the Tennessee Valley. As more
operators take advantage of that sys-
tem, demand will increase, and hopeful-
ly, stumpage prices will follow.

Getting Better Prices

As a landowner, what can you do to
improve your stumpage prices? Well, if
you can’t move your forest nearer to a
mill, you can improve the attractive-
ness of your timber.

Three things have a strong influence
on the price of timber in a forest: the
quality of the timber, the ease of har-
vesting, and competition. Higher
quality timber can be used for more
things, which positions it in different
markets. Pine trees that can make poles
command a much better price than
trees that can just make pulpwood.
Quality trees can be developed by care-
ful thinnings, removing the poorer
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trees so that the good ones can grow
faster. The easier it is for the logger to
work on your land, the higher the price
he can offer. Invest in a good road ac-
cess system so that a logger can get
within V4 to 14 mile of any timber.
Prescribe burn your pine stands prior to
marking and sale. This burn clears the
brush, making it easier and safer to har-
vest and move around the forest. Burn-
ing really helps the timber marker too.
Trees are easier to see and judging
spacing is also easier, resulting in bet-
ter harvest planning. It also helps the
timber buyer when he cruises the stand.
You want him to see and count every
tree that you want to sell.

But all of this work will be for
naught if there is no competition for
the timber. Do not sell to the first per-
son who knocks on your door. Get
several timber buyers to give you a bid.

Selling timber is not easy; it is work.
But anything that can earn you ten,
twenty or two hundred thousand dol-
lars is worth a little work. There are
many cases where a little work by a
landowner resulted in timber prices
that were double or triple the original
bid.

When you sell timber, you first must
know what you have. Anyone who
sells without a timber inventory is
asking for low prices. A timber inven-
tory helps two ways. It makes it easier
for the buyer to judge your timber and
come up with a price. An inventory
report also tells the buyer that you
know what you have and what it’s
worth, therefore encouraging him to
give his best price. You can do the in-

ventory yourself, or hire someone to do
it for you.

Second, you need to get as many
companies to bid on your timber as pos-
sible. This is done by advertising—not
just in the newspaper, but by mailing
out invitations to bid to all timber
buyers in the area. This can cost you
about $50 for postage and copying, but
it is money well spent. Anyone can get
a list of timber buyers in an area from
the county Alabama Forestry Commis-
sion office.

All of this is work, but there is an
easier way. Hire a consulting forester.
Consulting foresters are in the business
of helping landowners manage their
forests, which includes selling timber.
What for most of us is a once a decade,
or once a lifetime event, occurs on a
regular basis for them. They know the
ropes, the loggers, and the markets.

A consultant will cruise your timber,
mark it for sale the way you want it
done, advertise it widely, negotiate
with the high bidders, draw up a timber
sale contract that will protect you, and
supervise the cutting operation. Many
can help you with cleanup and
regenerating your forest as well. For
this, the consultant is paid a fee,
generally seven to 10 percent of the
sales price. It’s a good bargain for any
landowner who wishes to sell timber.

Every forest has a potential for
TREASURE. Being aware of stumpage
price trends and positioning your tim-
ber for the market will help you get the
maximum value for your TREASURE. &



Autumn
Color

by NEIL LETSON, State Urban
Forestry Coordinator

s the fall season arrives, the forest

begins its annual transformation.
Over a period of days and then weeks,
the green landscape slowly changes
into a marvelous array of scarlet,
orange, red, yellow and purple.

For the landowner, this is just one
more benefit to owning a forest. For
the Alabama citizen, it’s another good
reason to appreciate the value of our
state’s forest resource. Understanding
the mechanics of autumn color can
help both landowner and citizen insure
the continued natural beauty of our
forests.

Autumn is that time of the year
when change is at hand. Fall color is
nature’s signal that the forest (actually
the leaf) is in transition from life to
death. As the days get cooler and
shorter, the tree prepares for winter by
sending nutrients down to the roots,
trunks and branches for storage. A
layer of cells is then formed at the base
of each leaf stem to prevent water loss
following leaf fall. Chlorophyll then
begins to dissolve. As this green pig-
ment disappears, remaining pigments
begin to show. Different colors can
then be seen. The yellow shade shows
the pigment xanthophyll, while orange-
red tones are signs of carotene. Red
and purple pigments are called an-
thocyanins. Combinations of these pig-
ments provide further diversity.

Other factors contribute to the inten-
sity of fall color. These include light,
temperature, pest damage, moisture,
and soil conditions. For example, when
autumn is dry, sunny and cool, the
leaves of a number of tree species will
be rich in reds, golden oranges and
scarlets.

Several strategies are available to
landowners who want fall color. A
deliberate scheme of identifying and
retaining individual trees with desired
fall color is one approach. Another is to
remove individual or blocks of trees
with dull or uninteresting colors. This

will highlight, as well as give added
room for growth, existing fall color
trees. Fall color patterns should com-
plement your management objectives.
In most cases, timber income and other
values cannot be sacrificed exclusively
for fall color. High impact zones can be
located where fall color will be most
pleasing and satisfy your objectives.

KENNY GRIFFIN

Some of these include scenic areas,
home sites, lines of travel and recrea-
tional sites.

The beauty of the forest lies not
only in its natural appearance, but also
in the many management options of the
landowner. Fall color is one more op-
tion available to the person who
manages his property as a TREASURE. #

vou Ought To Be In Pictures!

The R.W. Carleton family, of St.
Clair County, was honored recently by
the Alabama Forestry Planning Com-
mittee as the landowners who put the
number of TREASURE Forest acres
over the one million mark.

Over a dozen state and local forestry
officials were on hand for a ceremony
at Wolf Creek Fire Department to
present the Carleton family with a

plaque honoring them and their 2,800-
acre TREASURE Forest. The day also
included a catered lunch and a hay ride
tour of the Carleton farm.

The Carleton’s primary objective is
wildlife, followed by timber produc-
tion. The farm includes a 1,400-acre
game preserve and 850 acres of timber.
In addition, they raise corn, alfalfa,
hay, and cattle.

The Carletons, a
“One in a Million” fami-
ly, are one of 12
TREASURE Forest
landowners in St. Clair
County. #

L-R: Rod Goode, St. Clair
County Forestry Planning
Committee; R.W. Carleton;
Leah Weatherford; Gail
Carleton; Bill Carleton
(land manager); Bill
Carleton, Jr.; and Joe
Brown, Alabama Forestry
Planning Committee.
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he setting could be anywhere in

the state: a land owner or land
lessee has decided to do a little brush
cutting. In the process he discovers a
“lost” white-tail deer fawn. How could
the doe have been so neglectful going
off and leaving this baby? Now the per-
son will have to take it home and try to
bottle feed it.

This incident has been repeated
many, many times and continues to
recur each year. The main reason for
this is a lack of knowledge about the
birth and development of the white-tail
deer fawn.

Alabama has as much as a six
month spread in the fawning season,
late July through early September
being the probable peak months.
Fawns are born after a gestation period
of approximately 202 days, but gesta-
tion can range from 195-212 days.
Weight at birth may vary from four to
eight pounds. Fawns usually attempt to
stand 20-30 minutes after birth, some-
times earlier. After birth, most fawns
remain hidden near their birthplace for
two weeks or more. It is during the first
few weeks after birth that people usually
find the “lost or orphaned fawn.” Young
fawns should never be picked up as lost
or deserted. Let’s take a look at the be-
havior and development of a typical
Alabama white-tail doe and fawn.

The first few days following birth,
fawns seldom move more than a few
meters, mostly remaining isolated and
bedded. Although sibling fawns are
born during the same hour at the same
site, they are separated soon after birth.
Separate locations may be maintained
for three to six weeks. By this age they
are able to elude most predators.

The size of a doe’s home range is
greatly reduced after giving birth. In
most cases, she vigorously excludes
other deer from the area immediately
surrounding her young. This may con-
tinue for a month or more.

As with most wild and domestic
animals, the first few days of nursing
are very important for the newborns.
The doe produces milk that is much
richer and higher in protein than cow
milk. The milk also contains antibodies
that help to keep the fawns immune to
diseases. As the fawns begin to
develop, their own immunity system
starts to develop with them. The high
nutritive value of the milk produces
greatly increased weight gains. A fawn
may double its birth weight in two
weeks and triple it by the end of the
first month.
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by MICKEY EASLEY, Wildlife
Biologist, Manager, Wyncreek
Plantation

Does visit their fawns three or four
times a day during their first two weeks.
By the third week some weaning is in-
itiated. By the time the fawns are a
month old, the doe has almost terminated
all nursing. During this time span the
fawns have been selecting some tender
forage (this starts rumination) and they
are “‘essentially dependent” on rumina-
tion by five weeks. Fawns will nurse if
the doe tolerates it after the fifth week,
but by the tenth week they seem to be
functionally weaned.

At all ages fawns appear to choose
their own bedding sites. Fawns only
one or two days old often have been ob-
served to nurse and then walk ap-
proximately 10 meters (33 feet) into
brush to bed by themselves while their
mothers feed and pay little or no atten-
tion to them. The reason for this is pos-
sibly to disassociate the scent of the
doe from the fawn’s bedding site.

A good indicator of high quality
forage is fawns weighing 50-55 pounds
at the age of six months. Most Alabama
fawns lose their spotted coats in or
during their fourth month. This is not the
best indicator of age, however. Tooth
eruption is the most widely used method
of aging both fawns and adult deer.
When a fawn is born it has only four
teeth (lower, front milk incisors). During
the first few weeks after birth, fawns
grow the remaining baby milk incisors
and all 12 milk premolars. By five to six
months the first molars have erupted and
the second molars are beginning to erupt.
Remember, deer do not have teeth on the
upper front plate (diastema). Adult deer
usually have 32 teeth. Six incisors and

two canines in the lower front jaw are
permanent by nine to ten months. Six
premolars and six molars are in each of
the lower and upper jaws. A quick
glance at the incisors tells a trained
wildlife biologist or manager whether
the animal is a fawn or an adult. The
premolars and wear on the molars are
used to age the adults.

Accurate aging techniques in con-
junction with weight records help to
determine the status of a deer herd.
Young animals born at different times
of the year enter different worlds:
forage is changing, there are seasonal
differences in weather, and the growth
rate and subsequent productivity of the
different fawning dates are going to
vary in part due to different environ-
mental conditions. Management prac-
tices that produce the best available
high quality forage the year-round will
usually pay dividends in better quality
animals.

Fawn predation seems to vary by
location. Wild dogs in Alabama are a
serious menace to fawns and pregnant
does. Coyote densities throughout the
state can be a serious threat to the fawn
crop. During the remainder of the year,
coyotes and bobcats are usually as-
sociated with white-tail deer as
scavengers more than as actual
predators. Does have been observed
chasing coyotes from the vicinity of
fawns during the summer, and in some
instances striking coyotes with the
forefeet. Bobcats probably kill fewer
fawns than coyotes, but surprisingly,
deer are more alarmed by bobcats than
they are coyotes. Domestic dogs in
most cases are usually ineffective as
deer predators. However during the
fawning season, free-ranging domestic
dogs can be an effective predator.

Most of the information here is
based on studies throughout the entire
Southeast. Different areas within the
Southeast and even within Alabama
will exhibit differing behaviors. We
must be reminded at times that the
natural world is too complex to repre-
sent in its entirety. We as biologists and
managers deal mainly with “principal
characters or characteristics” to repre-
sent the main forces that are present;
then we make suggestions as to the ef-
fects of the different responses.

In conclusion, the next fawn you en-
counter while enjoying the out-of-doors
should be left alone! Even if you have
handled the fawn the doe will usually ac-
cept it. So leave it alone—the mother
did—Dbecause Mother knows best! #



Seedling Handling—the Long Journey
From Nursery to Planting

by RICHARD CUMBIE, Productivity Division Director

he objective of the Alabama
Forestry Commission Nursery Pro-

gram is to provide the highest quality
seedling possible to the landowner.
Heavy manipulation of the nursery en-
vironment starting with the selection of
genetically improved seed and ending
with the cold storage of trees is the
responsibility of the nursery manager.
However, the nursery manager and the
landowner must work together in the
next critical phase—the journey from
nursery storage to the planting hole.

The seedling requires rigid control
of temperature, moisture, and physical
handling at all times during shipping,
field storage, and planting. Seedlings
may go through as many as 20 steps
from the time the lifting process begins
until they are planted. Although
problems encountered during any one
of these (high temperature, low mois-
ture, etc.) may not be too severe, the
cumulative effects could result in some
type of irreversible damage. Though
outplanting survival has customarily
been the measure of seedling quality
and performance, growth reduction due
to poor handling is a more serious
consequence.

« Seedlings should be covered by a
tarpaulin during shipment to
prevent overheating and drying
out. Allow air space between the
tarp and the seedlings for circula-
tion. Refrigerated trucks with
seedling racks are the preferred
method.

« Do not transport trees in a vehicle
that contains fertilizer, chemical,
or fuel residues. Be sure that the
vehicle exhaust system is
functioning properly and is not
discharging heat onto the
seedlings.

+ Secure bundles to prevent them
from falling off of the truck.

+ Do not leave the trees stacked on
the truck; unload immediately.

Shipping

+ Inspect seedling bundles for ship-
ping errors while loading.

+ Do not stack bundles over three
deep, as heat buildup from
seedling respiration can damage
seedlings. Racks or other systems
that allow air circulation are

Field Storage

» Don’t get more seedlings than
you can plant in a reasonable
time. Nursery managers will
work with you to split your order
and ship a manageable number
of seedlings.

+ Keep bundles out of direct sun-
light (internal bundle tempera-
tures in excess of 85 degrees Fah-
renheit are considered lethal).

Air temperatures ranging from 33
degrees to 75 degrees are
preferred.

+ Periodically roll bundles contain-
ing seedlings whose roots have
been coated with moisture reten-
tive material to allow gel to
redistribute evenly among

Planting

+ Avoid planting when the ground
is hard (either frozen or dry) or
excessively wet.

+ Planting when the soil is in poor
condition results in low survival,
poor planting production,
misplanted seedlings, and poor
growth.

+ Do not carry seedlings with roots
exposed to sun and wind.

+ Remove only enough seedlings
from protective container
(bundle) for immediate use.

+ Do not cramp or bend the roots
upward when placing the seed-
ling into the planting hole.

» Plant seedlings 12" deeper than
they grew in the nursery.

+ Check spacing periodically to as-
sure planting proper number of
seedlings per acre.

Remember, seedlings in a bundle
are like fish out of water. Handle your
seedlings carefully and get them in the
ground as soon as possible.

Finally, if you have any questions or
should you have any problems with the
seedlings you receive, do not hesitate
to contact the Nursery Superintendent
or me at the Alabama Forestry
Commission, 513 Madison Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36130;
phone, (205) 240-9346.

‘Duryea, Mary L., and Thomas D. Landis (eds.),
Forest Nursery Manual: Production of Bareroot
Seedlings, Martinus Nijhoff/Dr. W. Junk Publish-
ers, The Hague/Boston/Lancaster, for Forest
Research Laboratory, Oregon State University,

preferred. seedling roots. Corvallis, p. 236. U
~ ‘;. 2wz
Alabama Forestry Commission Seedlings J@ A
Pines Hardwoods &7 %
Species Per 1,000 Per 500 Species Number of Price per e 7 _,{
Seedlings 100 Seedlings Z -0 N IR
Loblolly—Improved $27.50 $18.00 Green Ash 100-500 $15.00 '-:’f =5
Slash—Improved $27.50 $18.00 Sycamore 600-1,000 $13.50 L
Longleaf $32.50 $21.00 Overcup Oak 1,100-2,500 $12.00 //f & !~
Virginia—Christmas Tree ~ $42.50 $28.00 Sawtooth Oak 2,600-5,000 $10.50 NN
White Oak 5,100-10,000 $ 9.00 g AN
Lespedeza Thunbergii $27.50 $18.00 10,000-up $ 7.50 2N

A transportation charge of $2 per thousand pine seedlings and $2 per bundle of hardwoods will be due on orders that are
picked up from the nursery by an AFC county ranger or on orders that are picked up from an AFC District headquarter’s cooler.
To order, please contact your county AFC office or the Nursery Section at (205) 240-9346.
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Natural
Wonder

In Southern Franklin County lies an
area where nature has left a wonder
for us to enjoy. Legend has it that back
in the 1800s, Dutch settlers who
moved into the area had never seen a
place so mystical. Mist would rise up
off the creek and the heavily forested
area may have looked gloomy to them.
They named this place the Dismals,
and it has since facinated many who
have walked along its trails.

A visit to the Dismals leads you on a
trail that winds in between and around
towering rocks covered with thick,
green moss. Giant Eastern hemlock
trees are part of the natural arboretum
where over 50 species of trees are iden-
tified by tags. Twenty major points of
interest are marked along the trail, such
as the Dance Hall—a camouflaged
area used for ceremonies and rituals by
the inhabitants of the Dismals long,
long ago.

Several waterfalls may be found
along the trails, one of them quite spec-
tacular. Rainbow Falls (opposite page)
was at one time a source of power for a
mill. According to Manager Connie
Whitley, another unusual feature of the
Dismals is a tiny glowworm, called a
dismalite, which feeds off a certain
kind of moss on the rocks and may be
seen at night.

The Dismals, which has been a
registered national landmark since
1975, is privately owned. Located near
Phil Campbell off Ala. 43, it is open
every day of the year from 8 a.m. until
sunset. Admission is $3 for adults and
$1 for students. #
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Habitat Management:
Supplemental Crop Plantings for Deer

by DEAN HARRIGAL, Wildlife Biologist, Manager, Poco Sabo Plantation,

Green Pond, South Carolina

In areas of good habitat and deer
population, supplemental plantings
are not always necessary to maintain
deer. However, plantings can be very
important to deer in areas of low
habitat quality (such as extensive com-
mercial pine forests) or during stressful
climatic conditions (droughts, mast
failures, etc.).

Deer utilize plantings as small as
those found in fire lanes and as big as
agricultural fields of several hundred
acres. For our purposes, we will dis-
cuss food plantings as plots or patches
from one to five acres, with an op-
timum size of two acres. Establishing
food plots may be as inexpensive as
discing and seeding idle farmland to
bulldozing clearings in mature forests.
Easy access areas are power and gas
line rights of way (check with
authorities), logging roads, and loading
decks. In pine regeneration areas, coor-
dinating food plot establishment with
site preparation can aid in reducing
costs.

In establishing any planting, it is im-
portant to consider location and soil
type. Placing food plots in transitional
areas will greatly enhance their attrac-
tiveness to deer. Choosing an area with
well drained soil improves the quality
of any planting.

Favorite Deer Foods and Cultural
Recommendations

Deer will eat practically any cul-
tivated crop at any given time, so there
are no set rules as to what deer will or
will not eat. The plants discussed here
are commonly used in the South as
deer food patch plantings. They can be
divided into three categories, late sum-
mer-early fall, late fall-winter, and
perennials. If an individual plans to
hunt over food plots, he should
schedule his plantings so that the food
crops are available to deer during the
hunting season.
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Seed Bed Preparation

All of the crops discussed here can
be adequately established by double or
triple discing the patch to destroy exist-
ing vegetation and reduce weed com-
petition. Waiting one to two weeks be-
tween discings allows adequate time
for vegetative residue to decompose. In
heavy weeds or sod moldboard, (bot-
tom) plowing may be more desirable
for the first operation, and mowing and
burning can be used also. Application
of fertilizer and lime (soil test early)
should be made before the final discing
to thoroughly incorporate them into the
soil. During the final discing, a drag
pulled behind the harrow helps to
prepare a level seed bed.

Late Summer-Early Fall Crops

Corn is a favorite agricultural feed
of deer, but in areas with moderate to
heavy deer populations, corn may
never reach maturity. Planting after
green-up (mid-April), using electric

fencing, and scare tactics (human hair,
pie pans, lion dung), may increase the
chance of getting a good stand of corn
to carry through the growing season.
However, due to corn’s growing ex-
pense, it is not recommended strictly
for deer food patch plantings.

Cowpeas and soybeans are excellent
late summer and early fall foods. Deer
eat the foliage and seed pods of these
plants throughout the growing season.
Cowpeas can be planted in early April
and soybeans in early May, and both
may be planted through the summer.
Cowpeas and soybeans may be planted
in rows with a planter, drilled or broad-
cast; since broadcasting is the easiest
method, it is the method of choice in
most situations. Seeding rate for broad-
cast plantings is 1 12 bu./acre. Cover
the seed to a depth of 1 12" by shallow
discing and dragging immediately fol-
lowing broadcasting. Because these
plants are legumes, little or no fertilizer
may be necessary for adequate growth.

A problem with cowpeas and
soybeans is their excellent palatability
to deer. In areas with high deer popula-
tions, the plants may be eaten to the
ground immediately after leaf emer-
gence. Repeated extensive grazing will
eventually kill the plants.

Grain sorghum (milo) is an excel-
lent early fall food. Deer consume the
seed heads from the dough stage (70
days) through maturity (90-100 days)
while generally leaving the foliage
alone during the growing season. Cul-
turally, grain sorghum is a drought
tolerant crop.

Grain sorghum grows well either
broadcast at 20-30 1bs./acre or planted
in rows at 5 to 10 Ibs./acre. Planting
depth is 1" to 2" deep. When possible,
row plantings produce a better crop
due to the advantages of cultivation for
weed control. When hunting over sor-
ghum, row plantings provide better
visibility by enabling the hunter to posi-
tion his stand to look down the rows,



but excellent sorghum patches can be
grown by broadcasting.

Late Fall-Winter Crops

Wheat, oats and rye are excellent
deer foods from mid-October through
the winter. Well fertilized small grain
patches provide a much needed forage
during the lean winter months and can
attract deer in large numbers.

Choose a well drained site for plant-
ing because heavy winter rains can easi-
ly drown these plants. Small grains
grow well either drilled or broadcast.
Planting depth is 1" to 1 12". The
recommended rate for wheat is 3
bu./acre, for oats 4 bu./acre, for rye 2
bu./acre. (Contact your Alabama
Cooperative Extension County Agent
for a site-specific recommendation).
Top dressing with nitrogen is not man-
datory, but may be needed if plants are
not a healthy green color, if grazing is
heavy, or if grain is desired. Ap-
proximately 50 units of nitrogen/acre

will give satisfactory results.

Which small grain provides better
deer forage is a matter of opinion.
Wheat is desirable because it is also a
valuable food for turkeys, quail, and
doves. Oats may be better in some
plantings because they are more resis-
tent to heavy grazing. Rye is extensive-
ly used with excellent results.

Perennials

While all of the perennial pasture
grasses provide good deer forage at
various times of the year, three are
recommended specifically for deer;
bahia, clover and fescue. Fescue and
clover are best suited for Piedmont and
mountain regions, while bahia is grown
southwide.

Since the seeds of these plants are
quite small, good seed to soil contact is
important. When broadcast planting, a
light discing combined with heavy
dragging ensures good seed to soil con-
tact and adequate germination.

Conclusion

Good food plots are the result of
good seed bed preparation, proper
planting time and depth, and adequate
fertilization. There is no need to over
fertilize, so remember the rule of
thumb; use adequate fertilization to
keep the plants green and vigorous.
When trying a new food planting,
check with the local experts and be
willing to experiment. Adjust planting
times and food varieties to suit local
conditions and your desires. Finally, a
good deer patch also provides food and
cover for other wildlife. From deer to
songbirds, good habitat management
pays off. #

This article is condensed from. Har-
rigal, Dean. 1987. White-tailed
Deer Management Workshop: a
proceedings. South Carolina Chap-
ter, TWS. Reprinted with permission
of the author.

Ralph McClendon, TREASURE
Forest landowner in Etowah Coun-
ty, died July 19. Totally dedicated to
the improvement of the forest
resource, he believed that if an acre
of timber was cut, you had an
obligation to replant it for future
generations to enjoy. Always
promoting forestry in and around
his county, Ralph will be missed by
friends and associates.

Memorial

Oh Lord, who may abide in Thy
tent?
He who walks with integrity, and

works righteousness,
" "And speaks triith in His heart.”

He does not slander with his
tongue,

Nor does evil to his neighbor,

Nor takes up a reproach against
his friend;

In whose eyes a reprobate is
despised,

But who honors those who fear the
lord;

He swears to his own hurt, and
does not change;

He does not put out his money at
interest,

Nor does he take a bribe against
the innocent. ,

He who does these things will
never be shaken.

—Psalm 15

Winston County Forest Ranger
Danny Dodd passed away June 11.
Born Jan. 26, 1951, he deeply
touched the lives of many he knew.
His gentleness, kindness and his
dedication and love towards his fami-
ly and friends will live forever in our
hearts. What he gave to us through his
life on earth, we will always treasure.
We loved Danny, and we will miss
him.

The Alabama Forestry Commission has also been saddened by the death of Chris Davis, a forestry
worker in Lee County. Chris, who died July 24 at the age of 28, had only worked for the AFC a few
months. He will be missed by his friends and co-workers.
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PALS Is Cleaning Up Alabama

labama PALS (People Against a

Littered State) continues to be a
positive factor in the area of litter con-
trol in cities and counties all over
Alabama. Businesses, local govern-
ments and interested citizens are work-
ing together and dedicating themselves
to addressing the litter issues and find-
ing solutions to these problems on a
daily basis.

PALS is working with the different
groups to establish long-term programs
in litter education, recycling, law enfor-
cement, public awareness and solid
waste disposal. Each of these plays a
major part in overcoming the increas-
ing litter problem.

With over 20 county chapters of
Alabama PALS, the organization is
growing, both in number and in active
participants. The PALS Education Cur-
riculum is now being used in 16 county
school systems. The PALS Activity
Guide is being used by teachers to es-
tablish the importance of addressing
the recycling issues at the elementary
school level. This Guide has been wel-
comed as an important tool for teachers
at all levels of the educational process.

During the past session.of the
Alabama State Legislature, PALS put
together a bill that would allow
uniformed officers to write citations for
litter violations just as they do for

speeding and traffic offenses. This bill
was passed into law and should make it
easier for uniformed officers to enforce
the litter laws.

Alabama PALS is currently develop-
ing a statewide anti-litter campaign that
will consist of television and radio
PSA’s, statewide displays of billboards,
bumper stickers and other public aware-
ness activities. The campaign will

focus on Alabamians working together
to develop a sense of pride when it
comes to cleaning up our beautiful
state. Mrs. Helen Hunt graciously par-
ticipated in the initial television PSA,
as well as continuing to support PALS
with the annual Helen Hunt Awards
that are given in seven categories for
outstanding contributions to the anti-
litter and beautification effort.

Recently, Alabama PALS an-
nounced Colbert County as it’s first
Proud County. A celebration was held
and certificates were presented, as well
as the Proud County signs that are dis-
played on roadsides in the county. Tus-
caloosa County was also recognized as
a Proud County, and Selma, Vestavia
Hills, and Goodwater were certified as
Alabama’s first Proud Cities.

Alabama PALS is one of Alabama’s
fastest growing organizations, due to
the dedication and hard work of many
interested individuals, businesses, and
local governments from all corners of
Alabama. These chapters are creating a
willingness to become involved from
other members of the community, and
are pulling together to promote long-
range programs that will benefit each
community in the future. To find out
about PALS activities in your county,
please call the PALS state office in
Montgomery at 263-7737. &
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